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Please send your tax-deductible contribution to:
OHPAA, P.O. Box 208, Magna, Utah 84044   801•347•7373  

(We accept all forms of payment)

The Empress Theatre
THANKS YOU

For Your Financial Contribution
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Josh and Kelly Arriaza
Skyler Bluemel

Sue Duckworth
Farnsworth Family
Geoffrey Greggory

Barbara Howard David Pack
Geneva Varney

Steve and Andrea Hobson
Peggy McCarty
Heather Porter

Celeste Porter
Randy and Jamie Rich

Anonymous James and Leanne Curneal Kevin and Nanny McKenzie

Richard Barnes
Shaun Davis

Brent and Gayle Goodfellow
Tanner Lindsay

Amy Metler
David Sullivan

Eric Barney
Curtis and Amy Bodily

Rod and Joline Walgamott

Jake M. Andersen
Jen Bair
Stephen Bair
Eric G. Barney

Lindy Bowthorpe
Shaun Davis
Tanner Lindsay
Dr. David F. Pack

Rod and Joline Walgamott
Aileen Ware
Anonymous

The Cooke Family



Chairman:
Vice Chair:
Treasurer:
Secretary:

Board Members:

Mission Statement of OHPAA
The mission of the Oquirrh Hills Performing Arts Alliance 
is to cultivate and advance the performing arts in Magna 
Township and surrounding areas.  OHPAA will work 
to create a distinguished arena for nurturing local talent 
and to provide cultural and educational experiences for 
the entire community by maintaining high standards of 
family oriented, quality programs and performances.

Board of Directors
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WANT TO GET INVOLVED?
Join us on June 18th

Board meetings are held in the greenroom 
at 7:30 p.m. Public welcome and encouraged to attend.

Glen Carpenter
Suzanne Whiting
Vicki Bushnell
Melissa Head

David Blackmer
David Pack
Nanny McKenzie
Perry Whitehair
Rhonda Greenhalgh

ohpaa



resident staff
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Artistic Director
Assistant Artistic Director

Technical Director
Assistant Technical Director

Prop Master
Creative Wardobe Manager
Wardrobe Archive Manager

Scenic Shop Manager
Scenic Painter

Front House Manager

Executive Director
Facilities Manager

Amy Bodily
Ty Whiting
Tanner Lindsay
Anthony Swanson
Justina Spencer
Angel Nelson
Cheryl Cripps
Position Open 
Maria Fredrickson
Suzanne Whiting

Nathan Metcalf
Erik Holgerson

Front of House Volunteers - Spring 2019
Virginia Lopez, Gracie Lopez, Celia Lopez, Rhonda 
Greenhalgh, Hayden Butler, Ty Whiting, Suzanne Whiting, 
Kaelene Holgerson, Elizabeth Mills, Edlena Mitchell, Angela 
Metcalf, Vicki Bushnell, Nathan Metcalf, Miquela Nijara



production staff
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Nanny McKenzie
Perry M. Whitehair
Wendy Brown
Shayla Fairclough
Sylas Fordham
Ty Whiting
Angel Nelson
Ximena Bailey
Justina Spencer
Nanny McKenzie
Gaylon Murdock
Nate Fairclough
Terry McGovern
Anthony Swanson
Tanner Lindsay
Abby McKenzie
Bryce Fordham

Director
Associate Director

Choreographer
Music Director 

Stage Manager
Costume Design

Hair Design
Properties

Set Construction and Design

Set Painting

Sound Design
Techincal Design

Light Board Operator
Sound Board Operator

Vic and Michelle Groves
Sugar Factory Playhouse

Terry McGovern
Craig Stam

The cast and crew for helping with painting, costumes and 
other aspects of the show. 

Special Thanks



nannY McKenZie
director
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The other day I happened upon a thread entitled “Things Musicals Taught 
Me.”  Among the many gems that I have gleamed from various musicals, 
the ones that stand out for me from The Music Man are these everyday life 
lessons:  “If you keep the flint in one drawer and the steel in the other…
you’ll never strike much of a fire.” “A woman who’ll kiss on the very first 
date is usually a hussy.” And, “When a woman has a husband and you’ve got 
none, she shouldn’t take advice from you.  Even if you can quote Balzac and 
Shakespeare.”

What do I hope you gain from this production?  Do you necessarily have to 
gain some grain of wisdom for it to be enjoyable? I don’t necessarily think 
so. However, if a life lesson is what you seek this show has them in spades.  
Don’t gossip, don’t judge, rise above it, believe in redemption, work together, 
and above all – let love into your life.

This cast has been not only fantastic, but so fun to work with. I have truly 
enjoyed my time with these hard working and creative individuals.  I am 
grateful to them and their hard work.  I am also indebted to a wonderful 
production team who help me keep my sanity.  It is always great to be back 
at the Empress, creating and working with so many old friends, and making 
new ones. Thank you all for your support of this little theatre. 

And no matter what you get from it – I hope you enjoy it! And I hope that 
you can take something from The Music Man, whether it be a tune in your 

heart or a treasured piece of advice.

“Balzac is a dirty book”

theatrical note
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CAST

Professor Harold Hill ........................................................... Matthew Black
Marian Paroo ......................................................................... Sarah Cassidy
Marcellus Washburn ............................................................. Tanner Larsen
Mayor Shinn ............................................................................Tyler Nelson
Eulalie Mackecknie Shinn .................................................... Emma Thomas
Mrs. Paroo .........................................................................Terry McGovern
Winthrop Paroo ......................................................................... Jude Mann
Amaryllis ................................................................. Penelope VandenAkker
Tommy Djilas .......................................................................Zeke Peteresen
Zaneeta Shinn.........................................................................Maddie Mills
Olin Britt ........................................................................... Rick Hendricks
Oliver Hix ............................................................................Brian Mecham
Ewart Dunlop .....................................................................Nate Fairclough
Jacey Squires ............................................................................ Joey Calkins 
Charlie Cowell ...................................................................... Dave Mecham
Ethel Toffelmier ............................................................... Michelle Gardner
Amla Hix .................................................................................Brook Mann
Maud Dunlop .....................................................................Cheryl Mecham
Gracie Shinn ..................................................................... Savannah Nelson
Pick-a-little Ladies .........................................Cheryl Mecham, Brook Mann, 

Chelsea Tramell, Michelle Gardner,  JeanieGallup
Ensemble .................................................Kira Holgerson, Kenna Holgerson

Kaelene Holgerson, Amanda Peterson, Kaitlin Swensen, Palmer Hess, 
Jacob Murphy, Trae Fairclough, Dallin Mecham, Seth Peck, Owen Murphy, 
Owen VandenAkker, Gavin Mecham, Easton Fairclough, Carson McKenzie, 

Duncan McKenzie, Griffin Ward, Emily Mecham, Ella Fairclough 
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Overture ................................................................................................................................... Orchestra
Rock Island ................................................ Salesmen, Charlie Cowell, Newspaper Readers
Iowa Stubborn ..................................................................Townspeople, Farmer, Famer’s Wife 
Ya Got Trouble ................................................................................................ Harold, Townspeople
Piano Lesson .......................................................................................................Mrs. Paroo, Marian
Goodnight My Someone ....................................................................................Marian, Amaryllis
Columbia, Gem Of The Ocean .......................................................................................... Company
Trouble (Reprise) ......................................................................................................................... Harold
Seventy-Six Trombones ..................................................................................................... Company
Ice Cream ...................................................................................................................... Harold, Quartet
Pick-a-little, Talk-a-little ..................... Alma, Ethel, Eulalie, The Ladies, Harold, Quartet
Marian The Librarian ................................................................................................................. Harold
My White Knight ......................................................................................................................... Marian
The Wells Fargo Wagon ..................................................................................................... Company
Act I Finale ............................................................................................................................... Company
 INTERMISSION

Entr’acte ................................................................................................................................... Orchestra
It’s You ........................................................................................................................................... Quartet
Shipoopi ......................................................................................................Marcellus, Townspeople 
Pick-a-little (Reprise) ....................................................................................................... The Ladies
Lida Rose & Will I Ever Tell You? ....................................................... Harold, Quartet, Marian
Lida Rose(Reprise) ................................................................................................................... Quartet
Till There Was You ..................................................................................................... Marian, Harold 
Goodnight & Seventy-Six (Double Reprise) ................................................... Marian, Harold
Till There Was You (Reprise) .................................................................................................. Harold
Act II Finale .............................................................................................................................. Company 

ACT I

ACT Ii
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The Music Man houseKeeping

The use of any recording device, either audio or video, and the taking of Photographs, 
either with or without flash, is strictly prohibited. 

Please turn off all electronic devices such as cellular phones, beepers, and watches. 

The show you are about to see is a product of its time.  It may depict some of the 
ethnic and racial prejdudices that were commonplace in American society. These 
depictions were wrong then and remain wrong today. While the following does not 
repreesnt the Empress Theatre’ s view of today’s society, this show is being presented as 
it was originally created, because to do otherwise would be the same as claiming these 

prejudices never existed. 





The Empress Theatre started as a burlesque 
house where the Miners could come and spend 
their time after long hours laboring in the pit. 

After a couple of  years, the venue was trans-
formed into a movie house. Showing silent 
movies on a large screen (If  you’ll turn your 
attention to the S row, you will be able to see the remains 
of  the screen from 1930; the black rectangle above the 
S row). After showing movies until the 1950’s, 
the theatre closed down and remained vacant 
for some time. 

In the early 80’s, the veune would be owned by 
Leo W. Ware.  Leo worked tirelessly on renovat-
ing the venue. One of  the most obvious places 
is the Green Room (not accessible during shows, if  
you would like a tour, please contact anyone listed as 
staff  in the playbill), which was dug out by hand 
with a wheelbarrow and trowel. 

Leo would spend the last years of  his life 
renovating the Empress.  In 2006, The Oquirrh 
Hills Performing Arts Alliance (OHPAA) was 
formed.  OHPAA took the keys and finished 
the work Leo had begun, culminating in the 
first performance in over 50 years. The first 
production mounted was Forever Plaid. Leo was 
among those in the audience opening night. He 
passed away days later, having seen his dream 
come to fruition. 

Today we carry on the legacy Leo left behind. 
Our venue is run solely by volunteers and 
through funds raised by our generous patrons, 
volunteers, and board members. The dedication 
of  all who walk through the Empress doors is a 
testament to true community theatre. 

As of  The Music Man, the theatre has mounted 
116 productions in just thirteen years since 
reopening with no end in sight.  OHPAA and the 
staff  of  the Empress hope to continue bringing 
quality, family oriented theatre to the citizens 
of  Magna and the Greater Salt Lake Valley.  
 

 

The next obstacle to overcome in this theatre’s 
long line of  adversity is to raise enough money for 
the purchase of  the building. 

Owning the building will demonstrate the orga-
nization’s commitment to the people of  Magna 
and the Greater Salt Lake Valley, “to create a 
distinguished arena for nurturing local talent and 
to provide cultural and educational experiences 
for the entire community by maintaining high 
standards of  family oriented, quality programs and 
performances.

We would like to extend our thank you for your 
patronage and support of this endeavor.  We hope 
that you will continue as one of our supporters for 
many years to come. 

At This Theatre











who’s who in the cast

Amanda Peterson is excited for her debut to 
be at the Empress Theater in one of her favorite 
musicals. She deeply loves musical theater and 
regrets never participating in school drama 
classes. Amanda is grateful to the production 
crew for this chance to live her dream. She’d 
also like to thank her family and friends for 
their excitement for her during this process. To 
those who came out to support her, “let’s make 
today worth remembering.” Amanda has had 
117 first dates since high school (yes, she has a 
list), and is hoping 118th will be her last. (hint, 
hint)

Brian Mecham In earlier years, Brian played 
the roles of Lord Brockhurst in The Boy Friend, 
Li’l Abner Yokum in Li’ l Abner, and Billy 
Crocker in Anything Goes. Last year, Brian ap-
peared on The Empress Theatre stage for the 
first time in Bye Bye Birdie. This year, Brian is 
excited to share the stage with his wife Cheryl, 
sons Dallin and Gavin, and daughter Emily, 
with his other daughter Alyssa helping behind 
the scenes. Brian is grateful to be surrounded 
by so many family members and friends in this 
production. Is anyone in the mood for some 
???ice cream????

Brook Mann is excited to be doing her first 
show with the Empress Theater and her first 
show ever! She is coming out of a seventeen 
year performing hiatus and is loving every 
minute of it. She has been in several choirs and 
was in an award winning Sweet Adelines quar-
tet back in the day. Now she manages her five 
children and is excited to be able to do a show 
with one of them!

Carson McKenzie is happy to be back at the 
Empress.  He was previously seen as Michael 
Darling in Empress’s production of Peter Pan.  
Other productions include Honk Jr, School 
House Rock, and Willie Wonka Jr.  He enjoys 

biking, building Legos, and hanging with his 
friends.

Chelsea Lynn Tramell is thrilled to be back 
on the Empress stage after a year hiatus! She 
was last seen as Miss Thorsby/ Southern lady 
#2 in Lucky Stiff. Her other favorite roles in-
clude Mrs. Medlock in Secret Garden, Gloria 
Rasputin in Bye, Bye Birdie, Flo in The Mystery 
of Edwin Drood, Sister Mary Martin of Tours 
in Sister Act and so many others. She would 
like to thank her family and friends for their 
continuing support as she follows her dreams! 
Now sit back and relax and enjoy this timeless 
classic.  

Cheryl Mecham This is Cheryl’s third show 
at the Empress. She was previously seen as a 
Boylan Sister in Annie and as Mrs. Darling in 
Peter Pan. She is thrilled to be onstage with 
her husband and three of her four kids. She 
is also excited to work with good friends and 
neighbors in the cast and on the production 
team. When Cheryl isn’t on stage, she likes 
to read, play games, volunteer at the kids’ 
schools, and sing and listen to music all day.

Dallin Mecham This is Dallin’s second show 
at the Empress. He was last seen as a Lost Boy 
in Peter Pan. Dallin is excited to share the 
stage with his parents and two of his siblings. 
He is in the 9th grade at Cyprus High School. 
He plays the trumpet in the school band and 
just found out that he made the elite Jazz Band 
for next year. Dallin is great at math, and he 
loves to play games, read, watch movies, build 
things, and solve impossible logic puzzles.

Dave Mecham is happy to be on stage after 
several years away. The last time he was on 
stage we was the Ghost of Christmas Present 
in Scrooge, here at Empress, 7 years ago. And 
before that he was seen as Jud in Oklahoma. 
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whos who in the cast

Born and raised in SLC, Dave is a father of 
four and works in the corporate accounting 
department at C.R. England.

Duncan McKenzie This is Duncan’s first 
time on the stage.  He has seen his older sib-
lings and mom work with theater all of his 
life though and is excited for the opportunity 
to join in. Duncan likes to ride bikes, play 
video games, and read. He hopes you enjoy 
the show.

Easton Fairclough was last seen at Empress 
Theatre as an adorable rabbit in Peter Pan. 
He was also a duck in EYT’s Honk Jr. He re-
cently got to play Little Shrek with his broth-
er Trae in Shrek the Musical. He likes playing 
video games, playing soccer and playing with 
his friends. He is excited to be back on the 
stage working with his Mom, Dad and his 
Brother and Sister.

Ella Fairclough is excited to be in her first 
show and also have it be at Empress Theatre. 
Ella likes playing with her American Girls 
Dolls, playing outside and watching You-
tube. She is happy to be in the show with her 
Mom, Dad and Brothers.

Emily Mecham This is Emily’s second show 
at the Empress. She was last seen as an or-
phan in Annie. Emily is excited to share the 
stage with her parents and her brothers. She 
is in the 3rd grade at Gearld Wright Elemen-
tary. She loves to sing, dance, read, draw, col-
or, jump rope, play games, and make crafts.

Emma Thomas This is Emma’s seventh show 
at the Empress. She made her debut playing 
Paulette in Legally Blonde, and was most 
recently seen as Juror ”I’m in advertising” 
Twelve in Twelve Angry Jurors. Other recent 
theatre credits have been with LaForge En-

core Theatre Company, most notably M’Lynn 
in Steel Magnolias. She has a degree in Theatre 
from SUU, and played Mistress Quickly in 
Henry V and Lady Macduff in Macbeth while 
there. When not performing, she is an elemen-
tary school teacher, Pop Funko collector/ad-
dict, and amateur cosplayer.

Ezekial Peterson chose to ignore the dead-
line for submitting a biography. We assume he 
enjoys being in theatrical productions and are 
happy he chose to donate his summer to the 
Empress. 

Gavin Mecham This is Gavin’s first show 
ever! He is so excited to share the stage with 
his parents and two of his siblings. Gavin loves 
to sing, but he mostly loves to hum. He is in 
the first grade at Gearld Wright Elementary. 
He loves to draw, build things, go to the park, 
and play games.

Jacob Murphy is happy to be back at Empress 
for another show with his favorite neighbor/
director.  He was last seen in Lucky Stiff and 
was in Crazy For You prior to that.  Jacob is a 
junior at Cyprus High School.  He loves hang-
ing out with friends, spending quality time 
with memes, and all things space related.

Jeanette Gallup is a Southern California na-
tive transplanted to Magna. This is her first 
show in a community theatre setting but has 
had many years of classical voice training, 
multi-genre dance training, and both show 
choral and classical choral experience respec-
tively. She is a mother of a 2-year-old boy and 
has been married to her husband for going on 
6 years. Jeanette is a library technician by trade 
but her first love is performing. She attributes 
any performance successes to her musically 
talented family, especially her opera-singing 
grandparents who taught her everything she 
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knows.

Joey Calkins is a singer, stage director, and 
composer.  Past credits include Albert, Dear, 
Ruth (PG Players); Vinnie, Lucky Stiff (Em-
press); Director, Facing East (UNIPAC); Con-
ductor, Pirates of Penzance (UNIPAC); Ae-
neas, Dido and Aeneas (UNIPAC); Rev. Parris, 
The Crucible (UNIPAC); Melchior, Amahl 
and the Night Visitors (Draper Arts Council); 
Lighting Designer, Steel Magnolias (DHT); 
Don Alfonso, Cosi fan tutte in Concert (AF 
Arts Council); Smudge, Forever Plaid (Em-
press); Madama Butterfly (Utah Lyric Opera); 
and Sir Evelyn Oakleigh, Anything Goes (Mu-
sic Theatre of Idaho). Upcoming engagements 
include a solo vocal recital featuring the works 
of Henry Purcell. www.joeycalkins.com

Jude Mann is 8 years old and going into third 
grade at Westland Elementary School. He re-
cently played a member of Gavroche’s gang 
in Les Miserables with SVYT and was a fea-
tured percussionist in The Lion King with his 
school’s junior choir. He is very excited to play 
Winthrop and to make his Empress debut!  

Kaelene Holgerson has enjoyed helping in a 
variety of ways at the Empress — concessions, 
building set, running tech, assisting the sum-
mer youth program, and costuming. Kaelene 
has also loved her roles on stage as an ensem-
ble member of Seussical, Peter Pan, Crazy For 
You, Annie, and Lucky Stiff. She’s discovered 
that one of the best parts of theatre is build-
ing relationships with the cast and crew, and 
she’s thrilled to be back on stage with this new 
group of amazingly talented friends! Kaelene 
has enjoyed learning many types of dance for 
years and loves choreographing and dancing 
with her sisters.

Kaitlin Swensen is delighted to be in her 

third show at the Empress! The Music Man was 
her first introduction to Broadway and she’s been 
hooked ever since. She’s had a fantastic time put-
ting on this show and she hopes you have just as 
great a time watching. Enjoy!

Kira Holgerson has loved the last few years be-
ing at the Empress — volunteering in the Front 
House, as the featured dancer and ensemble in 
The Wiz and Seussical, and more fun performing 
in Li’ l Abner, Peter Pan, Crazy For You, Honk Jr., 
Annie, Lucky Stiff, and Singing In The Rain Jr. 
This Valentine’s Day baby has enjoyed learning 
and performing multiple styles of dance in her 
16 years. She is a loyal friend, loves singing, read-
ing, learning new things, doing jigsaw puzzles, 
and canoeing with her large family. She loves and 
thanks everyone who has and continues to sup-
port her.

Maddie Mills is currently a Freshman at Cyprus 
High School. This is her 4th show at the Empress 
and her 9th show overall. Maddie enjoys singing 
and acting in her free time. Some of Maddie’s fa-
vorite shows she’s been in include: Willy Wonka, 
Seussical the Musical, and Alice in Wonderland.

Marcus Rood How odd…  That’s right; another 
odd numbered year means another show at the 
Empress for Marcus.  Marcus would like to thank 
the Empress for allowing him the opportunity to 
do a show every other year since 2007.  This will 
also be the second time he has performed in The 
Music Man. Thanks to my wife Jolynn, for letting 
me do this again.  When Marcus isn’t on stage, 
he’s running the Rush Valley Racing Pinewood 
Derby track all over Northern Utah.  He wants 
to give a special thanks to Nanny for working 
around his busy schedule this year.

Matthew Black This is Matt’s second show here 
at the Empress Theatre after his debut in Spama-
lot as Sir Dennis Galahad.  He is very excited to 

who’s who in the cast
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play Harold Hill, and hopes to do more at the 
Empress in the years to come.

McKenna Holgerson grew up performing 
various styles of dance on stage, but had never 
tried live theatre until family and friends talk-
ed her into joining Empress Youth Theatre’s 
2016 production of Li’ l Abner. Once she real-
ized she had lived through the experience she 
began to enjoy herself she has since danced 
and sang her way through Peter Pan, Crazy 
For You, Honk Jr., Annie, and Lucky Stiff. 
McKenna deeply appreciates those who have 
encouraged her and provided opportunities to 
use her skills to help others enjoy performing 
too. She thanks her family, friends, and men-
tors for their love and support.

Michelle Gardner This is Michelle’s third 
production at the Empress. Previously she has 
been in the Ensemble as a Frenchie and danc-
er in Spamalot. A drunken maid, nurse and 
dancer in Lucky Stiff  broke her ten-year hiatus 
from the stage. Reclaiming a former passion 
has been such a joy for Michelle. Being in 
The Music Man for a third time brings things 
full circle. Starting out as a town child to 
Zaneeta Shinn to grown up Ethel Toffelmier 
is so much fun. Hearty thanks to family and 
friends that help lighten her load, especially 
her own Shipoopi-James!

Nate Fairclough This is Nate’s 3rd show at 
the Empress. Nate was last seen as the Dead 
Body in Lucky Stiff. He is excited to be back 
on his feet and to be able to work on this fun 
show. He is glad to be working with his in-
credibly talented wife Shayla, his sons Trae 
and Easton and his daughter Ella. 

Owen Murphy is a fifth grader doing his 
fifth show at the Empress.  He got his start 
in Seussical and was most recently in Singin’ 

in the Rain, Jr.  He also played Willy Wonka in 
his school’s production of Willy Wonka and the 
Chocolate Factory.  He loves friends, recess, and 
being a big brother.  Hobbies include playing 
Nintendo Switch.

Owen VandenAkker is 11 years old and will be 
starting sixth grade in the fall.  Owen has taken 
part in several choir productions with his elemen-
tary school including School House Rock Jr, Char-
lie and the Chocolate Factory, and The Lion King. 
He has loved being a part of The Music Man!
Palmer Hess Palmer’s love of theater began with 
his debut as a snowflake three years ago in EYT’s 
production of Honk Jr.  His favorite role was 
playing Randolph MacAfee in Bye Bye Birdie, 
also at the Empress Theatre.  He has as well ap-
peared as a Broadway Bae in Singing in the Rain 
Jr.  Palmer is grateful to be able to work with 
director Nanny McKenzie and other friends and 
neighbors in this production of The Music Man.  
When not on stage, Palmer enjoys jump rope, 
Fortnite and socializing with friends.

Penelope VandenAkker is 9 years old and will 
be starting fourth grade in the fall.  She has been 
a part of several choir productions with her el-
ementary school including The Lion King, Mary 
Poppins, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, and 
The Wizard of Oz.  This is her first full length 
musical in a real theater, and she is so excited to 
be a part of The Music Man!

Rick Hendricks is happy to be back at the Em-
press again with so many good friends. Two years 
ago he played drums/percussion for a production 
of The Music Man and he has been relishing a 
chance to be the bass in the quartet ever since. 
He hopes you will enjoy his performance as well 
as the performance of the rest of this fantastic 
cast. He would also like to thank all of those who 
make it possible for him to be on stage and don’t 
be afraid to laugh!

who’s who in the cast
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Robert Orchard studied theater arts at the 
high school and collegiate levels. He has 
worked as an actor in both stage and film in-
cluding such plays as Harvey by Mary Chase, 
A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens, Galileo 
by Bertolt Brecht and making his film debut 
playing himself in the 2008 short film Black 
Ear by Mary Boregino. The Music Man marks 
Roberts return to the stage after a long hiatus.

Sarah Cassidy is so ecstatic to be perform-
ing in her fifth show at the Empress Theatre! 
In past productions, she played Polly Baker 
in Crazy for You, Louise/Gypsy Rose Lee in 
Gypsy, Millie Dillmount in Thoroughly Mod-
ern Millie, Gertrude McFuzz in Seussical the 
Musical, and Grace Farrell in Annie. Sarah 
speaks fluent Gilmore Girls, Harry Potter, and 
Disney. A few of her favorite things are mu-
sical theatre, traveling, drinking tea, baking, 
reading, eating Mexican food, and going on 
adventures with her favorite dog in the world, 
Abby. Sarah just got engaged to her fiancé, 
Matt, earlier this year at a castle in Ireland. 
She is incandescently happy and feels like the 
luckiest girl in the world to have found her 
White Knight.

Savannah Nelson is excited to be in The Mu-
sic Man. This is her third show at the Empress; 
previously she starred in Honk Jr. as a Froglet, 
and Signing in the Rain Jr. as Zelda.  She hopes 
you enjoy the show and thanks you for com-
ing.

Terry McGovern is fabulously excited to have 
the opportunity to be back on the stage.  Al-
though she loves directing, there is just some-
thing deliciously fun about being on stage.  
Previous productions include Once Upon A 
Mattress, My Fair Lady, Annie, Kiss Me Kate, 
and Anything Goes to name a few.  Currently 

she is the Co - teacher for Drama at Tooele High 
School.

Trae Fairclough is in the seventh grade at 
Matheson Jr High where he was recently Shrek 
in Shrek the Musical. He is thrilled to be doing is 
his sixth show at the Empress Theater with most 
of his family. He was last seen on the Empress 
stage in the Ensemble of Lucky Stiff. He was Jack 
a teenage boy in Bye Bye Birdie, John in Peter 
Pan, a Suitor in Seven Brides for Seven Brothers 
and part of the children’s chorus in Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dream Coat.  When Trae is 
not acting he enjoys playing his guitars and play-
ing basketball.

Tyler Nelson is thrilled to be back for his second 
show at the Empress.  Previously Tyler played 
King Arthur in Spamalot.  So far it seems that 
he’s got a knack for playing authority figures, 
even though he lacks any in his real life.  While 
not working on his falsetto you can find him at 
home swimming in the estrogen ocean. He is ec-
static that this production is truly a family affair 
as his wife (Angel) and daughter (Savannah) are 
both working with him while his eldest daugh-
ter (Kyrie) critiques. He appreciates family and 
friends who have come to witness his tomfoolery.

who’s who in the cast
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Nanny McKenzie
DIRECTOR 

Nanny has a special 
place in her heart for 
the Empress.  “It’s 
the fabulously kind, 
talented, supportive, 
and wonderfully giving 
people who truly 
make this community 
theatre feel like a 

second home.” She’s grateful to be returning 
to this stage, surrounded by individuals 
dedicated to their craft.  Nanny is a busy 
mother of four, who in her off time (ha ha), 
enjoys Bunco, being snarky, and sleeping. 
Past favorite productions include Crazy for 
You, Lucky Stiff, Oklahoma, Once Upon a 
Mattress, Annie, and The Foreigner.  Nanny 
is extremely grateful for a wonderful cast 
and crew, for Shayla trying out this new 
adventure, for My Ty’s wittiness, and as 
always – for her exceptional choreographer 
and friend, Wendy, for helping to create her 
vision.  Special thank you to her family – for 
their support, love, and encouragement.  “I 
love you Kev!” Dear Shayla, Suck it!

Perry M. Whitehair
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR

Perry is stepping back 
stage for some fun in 
this show. He has built 
sets for the Empress 
for Charlie Browns 
Christmas and Into The 
Woods, and for Utah 
Rep he built the August: 
Osage County set. He 

studied dance with Grazina Ona Amonas and 
Gus Giordano. Perry had the pleasure of stage 
managing the Lindenwood Spring Dance 
Concert for Grazina. Favorite memories 
backstage include Jesus Christ Superstar, 
where he stage managed and redesigned 
a revolving set two days before it opened. 

Wendy Brown 
CHOREOGRAPHER

Wendy never pictured 
herself in the theater 
world until Nanny asked 
her (ten years ago!) to 
choreograph for Nanny’s 
directorial debut. The 
theater has now become 
a creative outlet for her, 
and she enjoys the chal-

lenges each new production brings. Wendy’s 
day job is full of reading and writing, working 
as an appellate public defender. She loves how 
choreographing contrasts with that daily life. 
Recent productions at the Empress include 
Spamalot (2019), Lucky Stiff (2018), and 
Crazy for You (2017). Wendy is grateful for 
the opportunity to work with Nanny and Ty 
again, eagerly awaiting a Spice Girls reunion 
tour with them.

Shayla Fairclough
MUSIC DIRECTOR

After months of persua-
sion from Nanny, Shayla  
is delighted to share her 
love for music and be the 
music director for this 
classic show. Shayla is 
an accomplished vocalist 
and pianist. Shayla has 
been a local preschool  

and piano teacher for the last 15 years. Most 
people know her as Ms Shayla. As much as 
she loves working with kids, she is excited to 
branch out into the world of theatre with her 
amazing husband and three of their kids. 
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Sylas Fordham
STAGE MANAGER

The Music Man is Sylas’ 
13th show here at the 
Empress. This is his first 
time stage managing a show, 
usually he’s running lights. 
His favorite shows to have 
operated lights for are Crazy 
For You and Spamalot. Sylas 
would like to thank Nanny 

for this new and wonderful opportunity!









A LOOK BACK AT
The Music Man - 2011

The last time the Empress mounted a production of The Music Man it was 2011. Not much has 
changed in the drive of the volunteer base.  Our shows are still mounted completely on a 
volunteer basis from all aspects of the show. 

Some fun facts about both productions:
1. The director of tonight’s show was in the 2011 production as Eulalie Shinn (in the photo 
below, far left in the gold toga). He daughter Abby was also in the production with her (Abby 
is running lights for the 2019 production)

2. Marcus Rood has appeared in both productions presented at the Empress. 

3. The band uniforms in the 2019 production are on loan from Cyprus High School.  They are 
over 100 years old and are an important part of the rich history and traditions of Magna. 

4. Some of the costumes from the 2011 production have been resused for the 2019 produc-
tion. 
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