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Donations remain in the playbill and online through the fiscal year.  If you would like to ensure your name
remains, please contact us about renewing your donation today!

The Oquirrh Hills Performing Arts Alliance
THANKS YOU

For Your Financial Contribution
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Chairman:
Vice Chair:
Treasurer:
Secretary:

Board Members:

Mission Statement of OHPAA
The mission of the Oquirrh Hills Performing Arts Alliance 
is to cultivate and advance the performing arts in Magna 
Township and surrounding areas.  OHPAA will work 
to create a distinguished arena for nurturing local talent 
and to provide cultural and educational experiences for 
the entire community by maintaining high standards of 
family oriented, quality programs and performances.

Board of Directors
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WANT TO GET INVOLVED?
Join us on January 21st, 2020

Board meetings are held in the greenroom 
at 7:30 p.m. Public welcome and encouraged to attend.

Glen Carpenter
Suzanne Whiting
Vicki Bushnell
Melissa Head

David Blackmer
David Pack
Nanny McKenzie
Perry Whitehair
Rhonda Greenhalgh
Rachel Sabin
Jason Sabin

ohpaa
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Artistic Director
Assistant Artistic Director

Technical Director
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Prop Master
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VanRoosendaal, Jennifer Coppersmith, Matt Bailey, Tyler 
Nelson, Sheay Neilson, Lisa McLarty, Pam Hurt, Kelli Parker, 
Natalie Filby, Amy Murphy

resident staff
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Beth Bruner
Amy Bodily
Amanda Maloy
Michelle Garcia
Katrina DeKarver
Cheryl Cripps
Justina Spencer
Jacob Bruner
Corie Sorensen
Anthony Swanson
David Bruner
Merilee Adams
Anthony Swanson

Director
Choreographer
Music Director 

Stage Manager
Costume Design

Wig Design
Properties Design

Set Execution Team

Sound Design
Lighting Design

Light Board Operator
Sound Board Operator

production staff

The cast and crew for their work on the set. 

Special Thanks



Beth Bruner
DIRECTOR
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Gather around the fire and let me tell you a story.

Actually, a few stories that intertwine.  Which is the point.  No one acts in total 
isolation.  You decide what’s right.  You decide what’s good.  But be careful of the 
things you say and do, as they will impact other people in ways you cannot predict.  

Yet we must decide, and we must speak, and 
we must act, or our very inaction will cause 
results.

As we have been digging into this marvelous 
script and music, I have had a number of the 
actors tell me that my casting them impacted 
their lives for the good.  I hope the story we 
are telling will impact our audiences as well.

program director’s note
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Narrator ..............................................................................................................................................Brandon Welch
Cinderella ........................................................................................................................................Chelsea Lindsay
Jack ...........................................................................................................................................................Milo Marsden
Baker............................................................................................................................................................Josh Adams
Baker’s Wife.................................................................................................................................. Katelyn Johnson
Stepmother ........................................................................................................................................ Robbi O’Kelley
Florinda ....................................................................................................................................... Stephanie Benson
Lucinda.....................................................................................................................................................Alyvia Thulin
Jack’s Mother ...................................................................................................................................... Cheryl Cripps
Cinderella’s Father ....................................................................................................................Jason McFarland
Little Red Riding Hood ..................................................................................................Bethany Rasmussen
The Witch .........................................................................................................................................Sara McFarland
Cinderella’s Mother ......................................................................................................................Emily Jameson
Wolf .......................................................................................................................................Alexander Richardson
Rapunzel ................................................................................................................................................... Lydia Vance
Rapunzel’s Prince  ........................................................................................................Alexander Richardson
Granny  ................................................................................................................................................Emily Jameson
Cinderella’s Prince ........................................................................................................................ Jacob Maxfield
Steward ............................................................................................................................................Richard Mitchell
Giant  ....................................................................................................................................................Emily Jameson

cast list

The use of any recording device, either audio or video, and the taking of Photographs, 
either with or without flash, is strictly prohibited. 

Please turn off all electronic devices such as cellular phones, beepers, and watches. 

CAST
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ACT I
Into the Woods .............................................................................................................................Full Company
Cinderella at the Grave ................................................................................................. Cinderella | Mother
Hello, Little Girl ............................................................................................Little Red Riding Hood | Wolf
Maybe They’re Magic .................................................................................................. Baker | Baker’s Wife
Our Little World ...........................................................................................................Rapunzel | The Witch
I Know Things Now ................................................................................................. Little Red Riding Hood
A Very Nice Prince ............................................................................................... Baker’s Wife | Cinderella
First Midnight ...............................................................................................................................Full Company
Giants in the Sky ............................................................................................................................................ Jack
Agony .................................................................................................................................................. The Princes
It Takes Two ..................................................................................................................... Baker | Baker’s Wife
Second Midnight .........................................................................................................................Full Company
Stay with Me ........................................................................................................................................ The Witch
On the Steps of the Palace ............................................................................................................ Cinderella
Every After .....................................................................................................................................Full Company

Intermission

ACT II
So Happy .........................................................................................................................................Full Company
Agony (Reprise) .............................................................................................................................. The Princes
Witch’s Lament ................................................................................................................................... The Witch
Any Moment ........................................................................................................... Baker’s Wife | Cinderella
Moments in the Woods .............................................................................................................. Baker’s Wife
Your Fault ......................................................................... Baker | Cinderella | Jack | Little Red | Witch
Last Midnight ....................................................................................................................................... The Witch
No More ......................................................................................................................Baker | Mysterious Man
No One is Alone ............................................................................. Baker | Cinderella | Jack | Little Red
Finale ................................................................................................................................................Full Company

scenes and songs
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The Empress Theatre started as a burlesque 
house where the Miners could come and 
spend their time after long hours laboring in 
the pit. 

After a couple of  years, the venue was 
transformed into a movie house. Showing 
silent movies on a large screen (If  you’ll turn 
your attention to the S row, you will be able to see the 
remains of  the screen from 1930; the black rectangle 
above the S row). After showing movies until the 
1950’s, the theatre closed down and remained 
vacant for some time. 

In the early 80’s, the veune would be owned by 
Leo W. Ware.  Leo worked tirelessly on reno-
vating the venue. One of  the most obvious 
places is the Green Room (not accessible during 
shows, if  you would like a tour, please contact anyone 
listed as staff  in the playbill), which was dug out 
by hand with a wheelbarrow and trowel. 

Leo would spend the last years of  his life reno-
vating the Empress.  In 2006, The Oquirrh 
Hills Performing Arts Alliance (OHPAA) was 
formed.  OHPAA took the keys and finished 
the work Leo had begun, culminating in the 
first performance in over 50 years. The first 
production mounted was Forever Plaid. Leo 
was among those in the audience opening 
night. He passed away soon after, having seen 
his dream come to fruition. 

Today we carry on the legacy Leo left behind. 
Our venue is run solely by volunteers and 
through funds raised by our generous patrons, 
volunteers, and board members. The dedica-
tion of  all who walk through the Empress 
doors is a testament to true community 
theatre. 

As of  The Lion King Jr. , the theatre has 
mounted 117 productions in just thirteen years 

since reopening  with no end in sight.  OHPAA 
and the staff  of  the Empress hope to continue 
bringing quality, family oriented theatre to the 
citizens of  Magna and the Greater Salt Lake Valley.  
 
 
The next obstacle to overcome in this theatre’s 
long line of  adversity is to raise enough money for 
the purchase of  the building. 

Owning the building will demonstrate the orga-
nization’s commitment to the people of  Magna 
and the Greater Salt Lake Valley, “to create a 
distinguished arena for nurturing local talent and 
to provide cultural and educational experiences 
for the entire community by maintaining high 
standards of  family oriented, quality programs and 
performances.

We would like to extend our thank you for your 
patronage and support of this endeavor.  We hope 
that you will continue as one of our supporters for 
many years to come. 

At This Theatre
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Josh Adams
THE BAKER

Josh is returning to the 
stage after a 20-year ab-
sence, unless you count 
his cameo when he per-
formed with Cheryl in 
“Joseph and the Tech-
nicolor Dreamcoat.”  He 
is thrilled to have this de-

but at the Empress, as he has a great love for 
this theater and the community.  Josh spent 12 
years teaching History at Cyprus High School. 
Last year, he transitioned to administration as 
an Assistant Principal at Magna and Hillside 
Elementary.  Currently, Josh continues to work 
as an Assistant Principal in the Granite School 
District.   Josh wants to thank his family for 
their undying support and encouragement to 
take chances as he goes “Into the Woods” for 
the first time in a very long time.  “I wish!”

Stephanie Benson
FLORINDA

Stephanie just finished 
dancing all over the Em-
press stage as Clopin in 
The Hunchback of Notre 
Dame and Peggy Sawyer 
in 42nd Street. When 
she’s not at the theatre, she 
is working as an education 

manager at The Leonardo, hiking with her dog, 
or playing board games. “We hope you enjoy 
this magical show!”

Cheryl Cripps
JACK’S MOTHER

Cheryl is so excited to 
be a part of this wonder-
ful production! Into the 
woods has always had a 
special place in her heart! 
Cheryl has most recently 
been seen as Marianne in 
Disaster!, Lisa in Mamma 

Mia at OPPA, Daughter in Pirates of Penzance 
at MAC, and Mayor Hyde in All Shook Up 
here at the Empress. Cheryl loves theater and if 
you don’t find her on stage, usually you’ll find 
her playing with hair backstage! Cheryl is so 
blessed to join the stage with such a phenom-
enal cast and she can’t wait for you to fall into 
the story of love, loss, adventure and wishes! 
Enjoy!

Emily Jameson
CINDERELLA’S MOTHER | GRANNY | GIANT

Emily loves both fairy 
tales and Stephen Sond-
heim, so Into the Woods 
is a dream show.  She is so 
excited to take the audi-
ence on a wonderful jour-
ney.  This is Emily’s third 
show with Empress The-

atre.  She was formerly seen in Spamalot and 
She Loves Me.  She has also performed in Oli-
ver! with Draper Historic Theatre, and Briga-
doon with Draper Arts Council.  “Anything 
can happen in the woods!” Enjoy the show!



16

Empress Theatre 2020cast bios

Katelyn Johnson
THE BAKER’S WIFE

Katelyn is beyond 
thrilled to be returning 
for her fifth show at the 
Empress to play a lifelong 
dream role of hers! She 
has a degree in musical 
theater from Weber State 
University, and has been 

seen in shows at several theaters across the val-
ley. Some of her favorite roles include Emma 
in Jekyll and Hyde, Muriel in Dirty Rotten 
Scoundrels, and Emma Goldman in Ragtime. 
By day she runs an art center for adults with 
developmental disabilities, and loves every sec-
ond of it! 

Chelsea Lindsay
CINDERELLA

Chelsea Lindsay is excit-
ed for her first show at the 
Empress and ecstatic that 
it’s in one of her favorite 
musicals of all time! She 
graduated with her Mas-
ter of Music from BYU 
in 2015, where she won 

Singer of the Year, and performed on national 
television twice as a soloist for the weekly BYU 
Devotional. She competed in the Metropoli-
tan Opera National Council Auditions and 
was named Utah District Winner and Audi-
ence Favorite in 2014. She’s had the opportu-
nity to perform locally and internationally in 
opera, musical theater, touring with collegiate 
choirs, and as part of the Opera Maya Young 
Artist Program in Cancun, Mexico. Her fa-
vorite roles include Mabel in The Pirates of 
Penzance, Adina in L’Elisir D’Amore, Tracy 
Turnblad in Hairspray, and her all-time fa-
vorite as Sister Amnesia in Nunsense. She’d 
like to thank her family for teaching her that 

wishes really do come true and that “no one is 
alone.” Love you guys!

Jacob Maxfield
CINDERELLA’S PRINCE

Jacob Maxfield is pleased to 
have this role as Cinderella’s 
Prince in this production of 
Into The Woods. His pre-
vious role was Gaston in 
Beauty and the Beast which 
was performed in Riverton. 
Jacob is pleased to work 

with so many talented actors and hopes you en-
joy the night with love in your heart, and joy in 
your soul. “Have a wonderful time watching the 
show.”

Sara McFarland
THE WITCH

Sara is THRILLED to have 
the role of her dreams, and 
to share in this show with 
her adorable husband, Ja-
son. She has four incredible 
kids and a life that only gets 
more astounding each year. 
She is a fashion illustration 

adjunct professor at SLCC, and owns a custom 
dance wear company. Far distant roles have in-
cluded Belladova from Phantom and the Olive 
Tree understudy from the National Touring 
Company of The Garden.
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Jason McFarland
CINDERELLA’S FATHER

Jason McFarland is mar-
ried with 4 kids. His 
family is the most im-
portant thing to him. He 
loves music and is grate-
ful for the opportunity to 
perform for the 1st time 
at The Empress with such 

a wonderful group of people.

Richard Mitchell
STEWARD

Richard is thrilled to be 
part of such an amazing 
and talented cast. Into 
the Woods is such a fun 
but challenging show to 
be in. Richard has ap-
peared in productions 
of Chitty Chitty Bang 

Bang, All Shook Up, Beauty and the Beast, 
and has stage managed Disaster! The Musical. 
Super happy to be back on the Empress stage!  
Enjoy the show. 

Robbi O’Kelley
STEPMOTHER

Robbi has been involved 
in theater for the past 10 
years.  She is excited to 
be part of the production 
of Into the Woods, one 
of her favorite musicals.  
Her favorite theater roles 
have been Ouiser Bou-

dreaux in Steel Magnolias, Golda in Fiddler 
on the Roof, Dolly in Hello Dolly and Miss 
Andrew in Mary Poppins.   She is grateful for 
the opportunity to work with such a talented 
cast and production team!  

Bethany Rasmussen
LITTLE RED RIDING HOOD

Bethany Rasmussen is 
currently a sophmore 
student at Copper Hills 
High School. She has 
been involved in school 
choirs for six years. Some 
of her favorite roles have 
been Fruma Sarah in 

Fiddler on the Roof, Lina Lamont in Singing 
in the Rain, and Nancy in Oliver. 

Alyvia Thulin
LUCNDA

She’s back! After 3 years 
away from the stage she 
is ecstatic to be Lucinda 
in Into the Woods! Aly-
via has performed in a 
number of shows at The 
Empress, including Seus-
sical the Musical (twice!) 

Outside of The Empress some of her favorite 
roles have been a maiden in The Pirates of 
Penzance, and Cecily in The Importance of 
Being Earnest. She would love to thank her 
husband (who she met here at The Empress) 
for being supportive during the run of this 
fantastic experience!

Lydia Vance
RAPUNZEL

Lydia Vance is currently 
studying Classical Vo-
cal Performance at Utah 
Valley University. This is 
her second musical the-
ater performance ever! In 
2018, she took 1st place 
at the Cal-Western Re-

gional NATS for Classical Adult Women. She 



cast bios

also studies opera and has recently taken an 
interest in musical theater. She was involved 
in her competitive high school show choir 
that won Nationals at the Grand Ole Opry 
in Nashville, Tennessee. This past August she 
played Nancy/Strawberry Seller in Oliver at 
the Draper Historic Theater. She is so excited 
and proud to be a part of this Empress Produc-
tion of Into The Woods! 

Milo Marsden
JACK

Milo is so excited to be a 
part of Into The Woods 
at The Empress. This is 
the 5th production at 
this theater and he could 
not be more grateful for 
the incredible friends he 
has made here. He would 

like to thank Beth for this great opportunity 
and her brilliant direction. He hopes you en-
joy the show.

Brandon Welch
NARRATOR | MYSTERIOUS MAN

Brandon is thrilled to be 
returning to The Empress 
for ‘Into the Woods’.  
Most recently, Brandon 
endured death by pira-
nha night after night as 
Jake in the regional pre-
mier of ‘Disaster!’ He’s 

also played Perchik in ‘Fiddler on the Roof ’ 
as well as other roles in regional productions 
while growing up in Ventura County, CA.  
Thanks to all those participating in this in-
credible production and love to my family for 
their support!
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Beth Bruner
DIRECTOR 

Beth Bruner has directed 
over 70 shows in the past 
24 years.  A life-long 
lover of musicals new 
and old, among her 
favorite projects have 
been Footloose, Pippin, 
Once Upon a Mattress, 
Godspell, and Anne of 

Green Gables. She delights to head up the 
annual Gilbert & Sullivan put on by Motley 
Wandering Minstrels.  Working from Roy 
to Orem, she has directed dinner theater, 
Shakespeare, and everything from Greek 
tragedy to world premieres. 

Amy Bodily
CHOREOGRAPHER 

Amy is a two-time EMPY 
award winning director 
for her work on The 
Drowsy Chaperone and 
Catch Me if You Can. 
This is her fourth time 
choreographing at the 
Empress. Her previous 
collaborations include 

The Drowsy Chaperone, Singin’ in the Rain 
Jr, and 42nd Street. She has also graced the 
stage in several fun roles such as Lily St. Regis 
in Annie, the Baker’s Wife in Into the Woods, 
Golde in Fiddler on the Roof and Chastity 
in Anything Goes. She loves the theater and 
especially sharing the stage and collaborating 
with her children and good friends. 

Amanda Maloy
MUSIC DIRECTOR

Amanda Maloy is 
excited to be part of this 
amazing production. 
She has worked at the 
Empress previously on 
Lion King Jr. as the EYT 
program director, and 
Once Upon a Mattress 
as music director. As a 

music educator in Jordan School district, it is a 
welcome change to work with adults, and she is 
thankful for this amazing cast and their talent 
that has brought new life to this classic show. 
Amanda would like to thank Beth and Amy 
for their excellent collaboration, her family for 
leaving the light on after all the long rehearsals, 
and God for the blessing of music. 
 
Michelle Garcia
STAGE MANAGER

Michelle loves the 
performing arts! She has 
been part of the show in 
many ways throughout 
her life including dancer, 
choir member, makeup 
artist, ensemble member, 
and production team 
member. Recent credits 

include: Assistant director for Little Women. 
Stage manager for Annie, Sister Act, and Dirty 
Rotten Scoundrels. Makeup artist for Little 
Mermaid and Joseph. All of the above right 
here at the Empress!
Michelle would like to thank her friends and 
family for all of their love and support. 

production team bios
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Jacob Bruner
SET DESIGN

Jay was the Technical 
Director for StageRight 
Theatre Company for 
about a decade.  He is 
currently concentrating 
on his flute playing 
with his group Not Too 
Baroque to Tango.  He 
is also the co-founder 

of Motley Wandering Minstrels with his wife 
Beth.  He is happy to come out of semi retire-
ment to help her with this show. 

David Bruner
LIGHT DESIGN
David Bruner is the Technical director and 
on the board of New World Shakespeare 
Company.  David’s favorite designs include 
Hamlet, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, and 
Xanadu.  

Katrina DeKarver
COSTUME DESIGN

Katrina has spent many 
hours on stage perform-
ing. One of her favorite 
parts about theatre is 
the nitty gritty audience 
members are never 
supposed to see, thus 
she has worn many hats 
from actor to costumer 

to painter to chair reupholsterer. When not 
in the theatre Katrina can be found reading, 
cooking, painting, or researching the 
Victorian Era. 
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