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All at once in July 1899, the New 
York’s largest papers were in trouble. 
“The newsboys’ strike has grown into 
a menacing affair,”  “Practically all the 
boys in New York and adjacent towns 
have quit selling. . . . The advertisers have 
abandoned the papers. . . . It is really a 
very extraordinary demonstration.” The 
managing editor of Joseph Pulitzer’s 
New York World memoed his boss.  The 
Newsboys strike of 1899 lasted just 

two weeks  from July 18th  through 
August 2nd.  The New York  Newsboys  
completely shut down  the journalism 
industry for not just New York but the 
majority of the New England Coastal 
area.  This confederation challeneged the 
two most powerful men at the time and 
were successful.  At the time, Newsies 
were irriplaceable to the industry.  The 
papers needed people to hawk their 
stories and the newsies needed the 
money.  The circumstances leading 
to the strike came from the Spanish-
American war. Most publishers raised 

their prices from ¢50 per hundrerd 
to ¢60 per hundred. This could be 
difficult for our modern sensabilities to 
understand but, at the time a ten cent 
increase with no justification was the 
decision between life and death for 
some.  After the war most publishers 
lowered their rates back to pre-war 
numbers. The world and New York 
Journal did not.  The story we present 
tonight is not one of fiction or fantasy 
but one rooted in truth and history. The  
newsboys banded together to demand 
better for themselves and those that 

would come after. They forced the hand 
of two powerful men and got fair terms 
for their labor. Inspiring countless 
other strike across the country.  We 
hope tonight you take away  a renewed 
perspective on teamwork and what 
it means to work 
together.  We won’t 
all inspire national 
change but we are 
all capable of it. 

The Newsboys of 1899
About a Strike
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There are certain stories that shape 
us and stay with us forever. Like 
many people my age, I grew up 
watching the VHS copy of Newsies. 
I spent hours dancing my heart out 
in the living room with Jack and 
his ragtag gang of newsboys and 
even dressed up as a newsie for 
Halloween...more than once. While 
young Christian Bale was quite the 
heartthrob for my adolescent self, 
there was so much more to this 
story that I absolutely loved and 
couldn’t get enough of. Watching 

young people identify injustice and 
demand a change was empower-
ing. Newsies showed me that right 
and wrong should not be dictated 
by those in power, and no one is 
insignificant no matter how young, 
small, poor, able-bodied, or smart 
you are. It also showed me the type 
of people I want to associate with. 

One of the most inspiring people 
I have had the chance to know 
and work with is Tori Hunter, who 
just so happens to be the amaz-
ing stage manager of this produc-
tion. If there is one person who will 
change the world with her passion-

ate voice and determination to fight 
injustice, it is Tori. From working 
with refugees in Greece, to study-
ing for Law school, to using her so-
cial media to educate and inspire, 
the compassion she shows is so in-
credibly courageous and inspiring. 
It is that same compassion and cour-
age that I believe Jack inspires in the 
Newsies and that is still needed to-
day to address the many injustices 
that exist in the world. Louis “Kid 
Blink” Baletti, the real life leader of 
the Newsboy Strike of 1899 and in-
spiration for the character of Jack 
Kelly, is quoted in The New York Sun 

saying, “I’m trying to figure out how 
10 cents on a hundred papers can 
mean more to a millionaire than it 
does to a newboy, and I can’t see it. 
We can do more with 10 cents than 
he can with 25.” The strike wasn’t 
just about pennies; the strike was 
about looking out for each other and 
standing up for what is right--even 
when it is terrifying. We all need a 
little courage from time to time, and 
I hope this will serve as a reminder 
that courage is not the absence 
of fear--“courage is when we face 
our fears.” So whatever battles you 
are fighting, keep seizing each day.
 

Sarah Bringhurst

Director’s Note



Gweny Adams is a freshman at Stansbury High this year.  She is 
happy to be back on the Empress Theatre stage.  You recently saw 
her as Peter Pan in Shrek, the Musical.  She has also appeared in 
the Lion King, Jr., Singin’ in the Rain, Jr., and Honk, Jr. She recently 
finished working as the assistant choreographer for Frozen, Jr. here 
at the Empress.  Gweny loves to dance, sing and be on the stage.  
She is happy to share the stage with her older sister, Mikayla. She 
loves her family and appreciates their love and support.  She hopes 
to continue performing for many years to come.
Mikayla Adams is a Senior at Stansbury High School and is so 
excited to be in Newsies! She has had a great time at the Empress, 
and it is like her second home. You might have seen her recently in 
the Ensemble in Matilda or Mrs. White in Clue at the High School. 
She is grateful to her parents for always supporting her through-
out her journey. She loves theater and is so excited to perform this 
classic for audiences. Go out and Seize the Day!
Stephanie Benson is excited to be back at her home-away-from-
home theatre performing in and helping choreograph a dream 
show! Some of her other roles at The Empress include Fiona in 
Shrek the Musical, Peggy Sawyer in 42nd Street, and Clopin in The 
Hunchback of Notre Dame. Outside the theatre, Stephanie hikes 
with her dog, plays a lot of board games, and is becoming a Mar-
riage and Family Therapist. Thank you for being here today to sup-
port local theatre as we all transition into a new normal. Enjoy the 
show! 
KC Cook is ecstatic to not only be performing in a show he has 
dreamed about since he was a child, but to also have his first lead 
in a musical.  He recently performed as Rusty Charlie in Guys and 
Dolls, here at the Empress Theatre.  He has also performed in An-
nie, Bye Bye Birdie, Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dream-
coat, and The Music Man.

Jason Dex- ter is a production engineer 
at a local cabinet shop. This is his first 
opportunity to be in any theatrical 
work. 

Aaron Eatch- el is 
excited to be r e t u r n -
ing for his third show at the 
E m p r e s s . You may have 
seen him previously in All 
Shook Up and Guys and 
Dolls.
Bridges Eatchel is thrilled to 
be returning to The Empress stage 
as Bunsen in Newsies, and especially to 
share the stage with her husband, Aaron, 
and brother-in-law, Dallin. Past show cred-
its include Guys and Dolls, All Shook Up, and Into 
the Woods. When not at the theatre, Bridges is a full-time 
graduate student at The University of Utah studying Human De-
velopment and Social Policy.
Dallin Eatchel is excited to be playing the role of Morris Delancey. 
In my free time I enjoy listening to music and spending time with 
people.
Taylor Fairbourn is so excited to be a part of Empress Theater’s 
production of Newsies. Taylor is currently a student at Mount Jor-
dan Middle School and has done multiple productions there.  Some 
of the parts he has played are Nigel in Matilda jr., Paul Rex in Aga-
tha Rex, and the silent king in Once Upon A Mattress. Taylor owes 
his love for theater to his amazing Sister, Kristen, and his two best 
friends, Abby and Alyssa. He is also excited to be doing this show 
with his other best friend, Dylan Haddock.

Jenn George After taking a break from the stage to raise 3 kids, 
Jenn is so excited to make a return in her debut at the Empress 
Theater. Past credits include; Bye, Bye, Birdie, as Mae Peterson; 
Ensemble in Guys and Dolls, Me and My Girl, Crazy for You and 
Irca in I Never Saw Another Butterfly. When she’s not on the stage, 
Jenn enjoys camping, hiking, and cake decorating. She would like 
to thank her amazing husband and kids for all their encourage-
ment and support. 

Dillan Haddock is thrilled to be a part of one of his favorite shows.  
He begged his mom to let him try out for this show as he caught a 
theater bug from Mr B while playing Agatha Trunchbull in Matilda 
the Musical Jr this spring. He is a typical teenage boy with snarky 
remarks and eating everything in sight. He also enjoys playing soc-
cer, his violin, and the piano, and singing his heart out. Thanks go 
to his mom and Kim for always giving him a ride and to his family 
for all the love and support.

Martha Haddock is a stay-at-home mom to three crazy boys. She 
also has a side gig baking delicious desserts out of her home kitch-

en. She loves music and theater but has never had the courage to 
audition for anything, so she is facing her fears for this show. She 
is enjoying spending time with her teenager doing something they 
both love before he decides to absolutely despise being with his 
mother all the time. A million thanks to her supportive husband, 
Jeremy, for never giving her a hard time about being gone. 

Calvin Hamilton is a senior at Stansbury High School and is in-
volved with the school’s drama department. While being involved 
there, he has been given the opportunity to perform in multiple 
shows, his favorites being Miss Trunchbull in Matilda, Colonel Mus-
tard in Clue, Keith in The Bardy Bunch, and Man with Socks in Curi-
ous Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime.

Aedan Hawkins is ecstatic to be doing his third show at the Em-
press. Aedan is having a blast playing Crutchie in this production 
of Newsies. He is currently going into his Junior year at Copper Hills 
High School. He is excited to be performing with his entire family in 
Newsies and is looking forward to working more with the Empress 
in the future.

Morgan Hekking is new to The Empress Theatre and is so excited 
to be onboard! She recently graduated from Weber State Univer-
sity where she received a degree in Musical Theatre. Some of her 
past favorite credits include Sophie in Mamma Mia, Marianne in 
Sense and Sensibility, Dot in Sunday in the Park with George, Cath-
erine in Pippin, and Millie in Thoroughly Modern Millie. 

Kandace Keddington is currently studying at Weber State Univer-
sity. She is excited to make her return to the Empress stage after 
6 years. Some of her favorite roles include Brooke Wyndham in 
Legally Blonde and Emily Hobbs in Elf: The Musical. 

Audrey Kocherhans is so excited to join The 
Empress Theatre fam- ily for her first 
community theatre production ever! 
Audrey loves 
to sing and 
perform so 
couldn’t be more 

ecstatic to start 
living that 

dream; 
e s p e c i a l l y 

being cast 
as one of her 

d r e a m 
roles, a 

New-

sie! ! 
A u d r e y 
lives for 
fun. That could 
be anything from 
playing outdoors, to 
hanging out with friends and 
family, to reading, and even some-
times Skydiving!! Audrey wants to say a 
huge thank you to her friends and family for their 
love, support, and encouragement. A special shoutout to her 
parents for letting her crash with them so much as she lives an 
hour away! Finally, Audrey wants to thank The Empress Theatre for 
taking a chance on this “newbie” in Newsies!!!
Tanner Larsen is ecstatic to be back on the Empress 
stage for Newsies! Being in this show has been noth-
ing short of a dream come true for him and he’s so 
excited to be sharing that dream with all of you now! 
He hopes you’ll enjoy the show and that you’ll be 
on the lookout for him in his future endeavors 
at the Empress!
Tobias would like to deeply thank you for support-
ing the arts and strongly encourages you to tell your 
friends about the rich experience you’ve had watching 
this show, that far exceeds any sporting event. Other Empress 
credits include Barron Bomburst in Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, Roost-
er Hannigan in Annie, and Thalia in Xanadu. 

Enoch Mataalii just graduated from Cyprus, a year ago. Enoch’s 

been doing musicals and plays for 7 years and was absolutely de-
lighted to hear he got the part of Race! Enoch likes working out, 
binging shows, and spending time with his boys. He loves hot 
cheetos, dr. Pepper, and Hershey’s chocolate bars. He’s pretty cool, 
not gonna lie
Kayla McConkey is a senior at Stansbury High School and cur-
rently vice president of the drama club. As a student she had the 
opportunity to perform in various shows, some of her favorites in-
clude Carol Brady in The Bardy Bunch, The Acrobat in Matilda, and 
Mrs. White in Clue!
Morgan Melville Newsies is the first show Morgan has been in 
at the Empress. She is thrilled to be playing Medda Larkin on this 
stage. She has been involved in theatre most of her life, especially 
in high school and college. Morgan would like to thank her family 
for putting up with late night vocal practices. She would also like to 
thank her friends for being there to hype her up when she needed 
it. She appreciates all the support that she has received. Morgan is 
grateful to have been able to work with such an amazing cast and 
crew. 
Malynn Miner is a ninth grader at West Hills Middle School. She 
has had many opportunities to perform in shows, some of her fa-
vorites include The Three Little Pigs in Shrek, Bet in Oliver, and He-
lena in A Midsummer Night’s Dream. Malynn is so excited to be 
back for her second show here at Empress!
Keagin Murphy is a graduate from Cyprus High School and par-
ticipated in the school’s music programs like band and choir. Dur-
ing musical season Keagin participated in the pit orchestra so this 
is his first ever onstage performance and couldn’t be more excited.

Ezekiel Petersen also known as Zeke by his friends, has been 
doing shows for four years and this will be his second empress 
show. Zeke is currently finishing his second year at BYU Pathways. 
You may have seen him as Mr.Green in Cyprus’ pro-
duction of Clue the Play. Newsies is Zeke’s fa-

vorite musical, and he is 
very excited to be able to per-

form.

K’Lynn Reid is excited 
to be returning to The Em-

press stage alongside her sister, 
Kandace. Some of her favorite past 

roles at The Empress include Ensemble in 
The Hunchback of Notre Dame, one of The Three Blind Mice in 
Shrek the Musical, and The Hippie Ancestor in The Addams 
Family. K’Lynn is grateful to her husband, Shay, and her 
family for their continued support. She is also grateful for 
the opportunity to work with all the talented individuals in 
the Newsies cast and production team.
Barry Ricks This is Barry’s second show at The Empress. 

He was happy to be the Big Bad Wolf in Shrek earlier this 
year. He is most excited to be in Newsies with his Son Gray-

son and Brother Michael. Barry wants to thank his wonderful 
wife for all the support she has shown him this year. Love you 

honey!

Grayson Ricks has been excited to be in a show at The Empress 
and is happy that Newsies is his first show. He also stoked to be in 

the show with his Dad and Uncle. He hopes to be more 
involved in theater from now on. Thanks Mom 

you’re the best and thanks for the support.
Bryce Romleski Originally from 

Ramstein, Germany, Bryce is 
ecstatic to be making his de-
but at the Empress Theatre 
in NEWSIES. Having been 

an active participant at his local com-
m u - nity theatre in Germany, some 
o f his most notable roles include 

Seymour Krelborn in Little Shop of 
Horrors and Claudio in Much Ado About Noth-

ing. Bryce is now a sophomore at the University of 
Utah, working towards his BFA in Musical Theatre with the 

U’s Musical Theatre Program. Bryce would like to thank his friends 
and family for all their unwavering love and support.

Caden Terry is a senior at Stansbury High School and is Senator 
of the Drama Club. As a student he had the opportunity to perform 
in various shows, some of his favorites include, Colonel Mustard in 
Clue, Mike Brady in Bardy Bunch, Cheshire Cat in Trials of Alice In 
Wonderland.
Conner Webb is a high school student and goes to Stansbury High 
School. He has done many productions, but this happens to be his 
2nd (hopefully not his last) show here at the Empress Theatre. He 



Sarah Walker Bringhurst 
Director | Choreographer

By day, Sarah 
teaches Eng-
lish to some 
rowdy, but 
lovely teenag-
ers. She is a 
wife to a 

handsome, nerdy at-home 
chef and a mama to two ram-
bunctious, precocious, per-
formative, beautiful kiddos. 
When she is not putting on 
shows at the Empress, she is 
usually jamming out with her 
family in the kitchen or spend-
ing time with her adoptive 
clan of misfits lovingly named 
the Dream Team. TM

Sarah is super stoked to have 
such a stellar cast and pro-
duction team! These are not 
only incredible performers 
and artists, but some of the 
most wonderful humans in 
the world. “A huge thank you 
to Zac and all who play with 
Charli and Max while I get to 
play at the Empress.”

Skyler Bluemel-Gines 
Music Director 

Skyler is excited 
to be back on the 
Empress stage 
after a 2.5 year 
hiatus. He has 
been volunteer-
ing and serving 

at the Empress Theatre since 2007 
in almost every capacity. He is cur-
rently the Box Office Manager for 
the Theatre, and is loving it!

Skyler currently teaches choir and 
theatre at Mount Jordan Middle 
School in Sandy, UT. He has a Bach-
elor’s degree in Music Education 
with a Choral Emphasis from the 
University of Utah, and a Master’s 
of Music with an emphasis in Mu-
sic Technology from Southern Utah 
University.
Skyler has a huge passion for mu-
sic and theatre. Due to lumbar sur-
gery in 2015, you won’t often find 
him on the stage, but he finds joy in 
helping others shine from behind 
the curtain.

Tori Hunter 
Stage Manager 

Newsies is To-
ri’s fifth show 
working as a 
stage manag-
er for the Em-
press. Some 
of the shows 

she has previously stage 
managed for include: the 
Hunchback of Notre Dame 
and Catch me if you Can. 
Thank you to her family, 
friends, and coworkers for 
their patience and under-
standing when she says she 
is unable to go to events be-
cause of rehearsal. Tori is so 
proud of all the time and effort 
put in by the cast and the rest 
of the production team to cre-
ate this spectacular show. En-
joy the show! 

The mission of the Oquirrh 
Hills Performing Arts Alli-
ance is to cultivate and ad-
vance the perforing arts 
in the Magna Township 
and surrounding areas.  
OHPAA will work to creat 
a distinguished arena for 
nurturing locval talent 
and to provide cultural 
and education experienc-
es for the entire commu-
nity by maintining high 
standards of family-ori-
ented, quality programs 

and performances. 

The OHPAA board meets 
on the third tuesday of 
each month at 7:30pm in 

the Green Room.  
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