


Friend ($100 – $249)
Knights of Columbus
Buffalo Wild Wings, West Valley City
Clay Cammack Photography
Double Tree Inn and Suites, SLC
Metro Display
Utah Symphony

Bronze ($250 – $499)
Amazon Smile 
Discover Card
Granite School District
ONYX Software Company
Smith’s Community Rewards
The Storage Spot

Silver ($500 – $999)
All Points Travel
United Way
XMission Internet
Love Utah, Give Utah Donors

Gold ($1,000 – $2,499)
Cyprus Credit Union
Worker’s Compensation Fund
Sams Club
Utah Division of Arts and Museums

Platinum ($2,500 – $4,999)

Diamond ($5,000 +)
George S. & Dolores Doré Eccles Foundation
Rocky Mountain Power Foundation
State of Utah Legislature
Walgamott & Co.
ZAP (Zoo, Arts & Parks)

THANK YOU
To our Corporate Sponsors
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Donations remain in the playbill and online through the fiscal year.  If you would like to ensure your name
remains, please contact us about renewing your donation today!

The Oquirrh Hills Performing Arts Alliance
THANKS YOU

For Your Financial Contribution
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Empress Theatre 2019sponsors

Josh and Kelly Arriaza
Skyler Bluemel

Sue Duckworth
Farnsworth Family
Geoffrey Greggory

Barbara Howard
David Pack

Geneva Varney

Steve and Andrea Hobson
Peggy McCarty
Heather Porter

Celeste Porter
Randy and Jamie Rich
Virginia Lopez
Amy Olgelsby

Anonymous James and Leanne Curneal Kevin and Nanny McKenzie

Richard Barnes
Shaun Davis
Vicki Bushnell

Lindy Millet
Brent and Gayle Goodfellow
Tanner Lindsay

Amy Metler
David Sullivan
Rachel and Jason Sabin

Eric Barney
Curtis and Amy Bodily

Rod and Joline Walgamott

Jake M. Andersen
Jen Bair
Stephen Bair
Eric G. Barney

Tanner Lindsay
Dr. David F. Pack
Rod and Joline Walgamott
Aileen Ware

Anonymous

The Cooke Family





Chairman:
Vice Chair:
Treasurer:
Secretary:

Board Members:

Mission Statement of OHPAA
The mission of the Oquirrh Hills Performing Arts Alliance 
is to cultivate and advance the performing arts in Magna 
Township and surrounding areas.  OHPAA will work 
to create a distinguished arena for nurturing local talent 
and to provide cultural and educational experiences for 
the entire community by maintaining high standards of 
family oriented, quality programs and performances.

Board of Directors
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WANT TO GET INVOLVED?
Join us on March 17th, 2020

Board meetings are held in the theatre 
at 7:30 p.m. Public welcome and encouraged to attend.

Suzanne Whiting
Joshua Adams
Vicki Bushnell
Merilee Adams

David Blackmer
David Pack
Nanny McKenzie
Rhonda Greenhalgh
Rachel Sabin
Jason Sabin
Ximena Bailey
Glen Carpenter

ohpaa
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Xanadu

Artistic Director
Assistant Artistic Director

Technical Director
Assistant Technical Director

Prop Master
Creative Wardobe Manager
Wardrobe Archive Manager

Scenic Shop Manager
Scenic Painter

Front House Manager

Executive Director
Facilities Manager

Amy Bodily
Ty Whiting
Tanner Lindsay
Anthony Swanson
Justina Spencer
Angel Nelson
Cheryl Cripps
Position Open 
Maria Fredrickson
Suzanne Whiting

Nathan Metcalf
Erik Holgerson

Front of House Volunteers - Autumn 2019

Virginia Lopez, Gracie Lopez, Celia Lopez, Rhonda 
Greenhalgh, Hayden Butler, Ty Whiting, Suzanne Whiting, 
Kaelene Holgerson, Elizabeth Mills, Edlena Mitchell, Angela 
Metcalf, Vicki Bushnell, Nathan Metcalf, Miquela Nijara, 
Merilee Adams, Brittney Griffel, Lauren Knight, Julie 
Weir, Jamie Crane, Christine Isom, Tiffanie Adams, Sara 
VanRoosendaal, Jennifer Coppersmith, Matt Bailey, Tyler 
Nelson, Sheay Neilson, Lisa McLarty, Pam Hurt, Kelli Parker, 
Natalie Filby, Amy Murphy

resident staff
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Terry McGovern
Tayeh Unruh | Elora McGovern

Cheryl Cripps
Elora McGovern 
Elora McGovern | Cheryl Cripps

Cheryl Cripps
Justina Spencer
Terry McGovern
Elora McGovern
Anthony Swanson
Tanner Lindsay
Merilee Adams | Joshua Adams
Cody Skelton

Director
Choreographer
Music Director 

Stage Manager
Costume Design

Wig Design
Properties Design

Set Execution Team

Sound Design
Lighting Design

Light Board Operator
Sound Board Operator

production staff

Special Thanks
Cheryl Cripps for agreeing to 
be my Music Director. Her care 
and concern for the cast, as well 
as making sure the music sounds 
spot on are truly appreciated.

Taya Unruh for choreographing both 
Xanadu and Kiss Me Kate.  I truly 
appreciate her hard work.

Anna Mueller, Kearns High 
School, for letting us borrow 
the gold parachute pants.

Amy, Ty and Nate for putting 
up with all my questions and for
having the faith in me to let 
me direct again at the Empress.  

Mrs. McGovern’s THS Stagecraft 
classes for helping building 
the scenery for this show 
and painting the columns.

Elora McGovern for being my rock, 
putting up with me during this show, 
and taking over when needed.  And also, 
choreographing the last few numbers when I 
stole Taya away to choreograph Kiss Me Kate 

at the High School.



Terry McGovern
DIRECTOR
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Xanadu

So, I had so much fun directing at the Empress last year with All Shook Up, 
I applied again and the Board gave me Xanadu.  But little did I know 
that universe would conspire against me…in the best way.  Over the summer,
I accepted the position of Drama Teacher/Director at Tooele High School.  
And what do you know, both Xanadu and Kiss Me Kate were slated for the 
same time period.  When I asked Elora to be my stage manager, I knew that 
she would be that and more and she has risen to the occasion. And, the cast 
has come to realize that we really do share minds when it comes to this produc-
tion.

As my brain was a little overwhelmed with beginning to revitalize the drama 
program at THS, Elora put her mind to the visual concept of Xanadu and I fell
in love with her ideas.  While she did that, I planned the scenery which took on 
multiple visions to become finally what you see.
  
Xanadu is a fun romp through the eighties with music from the Electric Light 
Orchestra. Music many of us grew up with and loved as teenagers.  With Elora’s 
vision of having the Muses dress as 80’s music icons, the show took on a life 
of its own.  Can you tell which of our muses inspired a few of the 80’s musical 
icons?

The story of Xanadu is about inspiration, 
art, and life that is transformed by it.  
Of course, the road to love is never uncom-
plicated as Kira’s sisters Melpomene 
and Calliope devise an evil plan to thwart 
true love. But, toss in a little magic, 
cupid’s arrow, and a bit of Clash of the 
Titans and voila! our characters Sonny 
and Kira find their own Xanadu as they fall 
in love and bring Sonny’s dream to life.
We hope you will enjoy our little bit wacky, 
but oh so fun version of Xanadu.

program director’s note
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Clio | Kira .................................................................................................................................. Alexia Stonehocker
Sonny Malone ................................................................................................................................... Tanner Larsen
Danny Maguire  ...........................................................................................................................Richard Mitchell
Melpomene | Medusa .......................................................................................................... Crystal Ahlemann
Calliope | Aphrodite.........................................................................................................Cassie Hurt-McLarty
Thalia | Siren | Cyclops | Tubes Singer | Young Danny ................................................Tobias Logan
Euterpe | Siren | Andrews Sister | Theits ........................................................................ Mikayla Adams
Erato | Siren | Andrews Sister | Eros ................................................................................. Lauren Oveson
Terpsichore | Tubes Singer | Hermes | Centaur ....................................................Samuel Holdaway
Urania | Andrews Sister ..............................................................................................................Elise Davidson
Polyhmnia | Hera .............................................................................................................Melanie Jayne Turner
Bob | Zeus ....................................................................................................................................... Alex Richardson

cast list

The use of any recording device, either audio or video, and the taking of Photographs, 
either with or without flash, is strictly prohibited. 

Please turn off all electronic devices such as cellular phones, beepers, and watches. 

CAST



11

Xanadu

ACT I
I’m Alive  ................................................................................................................................ Muses | Kira | Bob
Magic .................................................................................................................................................. Kira | Muses
Evil Woman .................................................................................................  Melpomene | Calliope | Sirens
Suddenly ........................................................................................................................................... Kira | Sonny
Whenever You’re Away From Me ..........................................................................................  Danny | Kira
Dancin’. ............................................................................................................ Kira | Sonny | Danny | Muses
Strange Magic ................................................................................Melpomene | Calliope | Kira | Sonny
All Over The World .....................................................................................  Kira | Sonny | Danny | Muses
Don’t Walk Away ..........................................................................................................  Sonny | Kira | Muses

Intermission

ACT II
All Over The World Reprise ....................................................................................................... Kira | Muses
Fool ..................................................................................................................................... Kira | Sonny | Muses
The Fall ..........................................................................................................................................Sonny | Muses
Suspended in Time .......................................................................................................................Kira | Sonny
Have You Never Been Mellow ......................................................... Kira | Hera | Aphrodite | Thetis |     

Cyclops | Centaur | Zeus

Xanadu .............................................................................................................................................Full Company

scenes and songs
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The Empress Theatre started as a burlesque 
house where the Miners could come and 
spend their time after long hours laboring in 
the pit. 

After a couple of  years, the venue was 
transformed into a movie house. Showing 
silent movies on a large screen (If  you’ll turn 
your attention to the S row, you will be able to see the 
remains of  the screen from 1930; the black rectangle 
above the S row). After showing movies until the 
1950’s, the theatre closed down and remained 
vacant for some time. 

In the early 80’s, the veune would be owned by 
Leo W. Ware.  Leo worked tirelessly on reno-
vating the venue. One of  the most obvious 
places is the Green Room (not accessible during 
shows, if  you would like a tour, please contact anyone 
listed as staff  in the playbill), which was dug out 
by hand with a wheelbarrow and trowel. 

Leo would spend the last years of  his life reno-
vating the Empress.  In 2006, The Oquirrh 
Hills Performing Arts Alliance (OHPAA) was 
formed.  OHPAA took the keys and finished 
the work Leo had begun, culminating in the 
first performance in over 50 years. The first 
production mounted was Forever Plaid. Leo 
was among those in the audience opening 
night. He passed away soon after, having seen 
his dream come to fruition. 

Today we carry on the legacy Leo left behind. 
Our venue is run solely by volunteers and 
through funds raised by our generous patrons, 
volunteers, and board members. The dedica-
tion of  all who walk through the Empress 
doors is a testament to true community 
theatre. 

As of  The Lion King Jr. , the theatre has 
mounted 117 productions in just thirteen years 

since reopening  with no end in sight.  OHPAA 
and the staff  of  the Empress hope to continue 
bringing quality, family oriented theatre to the 
citizens of  Magna and the Greater Salt Lake Valley.  
 
 
The next obstacle to overcome in this theatre’s 
long line of  adversity is to raise enough money for 
the purchase of  the building. 

Owning the building will demonstrate the orga-
nization’s commitment to the people of  Magna 
and the Greater Salt Lake Valley, “to create a 
distinguished arena for nurturing local talent and 
to provide cultural and educational experiences 
for the entire community by maintaining high 
standards of  family oriented, quality programs and 
performances.

We would like to extend our thank you for your 
patronage and support of this endeavor.  We hope 
that you will continue as one of our supporters for 
many years to come. 

At This Theatre
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Xanadu who’s who in the cast

Mikayla Adams
EUTERPE

Mikayla is a sophomore at 
Stansbury High School, 
where she is a member of 
The National Honor Soci-
ety, and Musical Theater 
program.  She loves to 
read, sing, act and bake 
yummy treats for her fam-

ily.  Mikayla’s favorite theater experiences have 
included The Lion King, Jr., Sarabi, All Shook 
Up, Mamma Mia, Tuck Everlasting, and she is 
also currently in the ensemble for Stansbury 
High’s Matilda.  Mikayla loves the theater and 
hopes you enjoy this performance.  She would 
like to thank her family and friends for coming 
to the show. “Oh snappeth!”

Crystal Ahlemann
MELPOMENE

Crystal is, like, totally 
stoked to be playing the 
seriously witchy-poo 
Melpomene in this dope 
musical! Some bodacious 
roles Crystal has played 
include the atrocious Aunt 
Sponge in James and the 

Giant Peach at Parker Theatre (fka Utah Chil-
dren’s Theatre), the lovable Shirley in Disaster 
the Musical right here at the historic Empress 
Theatre, and some pretty rad ensemble roles 
around the valley.  Killer props to Crystal’s fam 
for all their love and support while she plays 
with her homies on stage – you guys are, like, 
totally awesome!

Elise Davidson
URANIA

Elise is currently a student 
at Salt Lake Community 
College pursuing a degree 
in Computer Engineer-
ing. She spends what little 
free time she has doing 
theatre and is ecstatic that 
she made it into the show 

(though she could do without the roller skates). 
This will be her second show after being in Di-
saster! last year.

Samuel Holdaway
TERPSICORE

This is Samuel’s 4th show 
at the Empress. He is very 
excited to be performing 
in Xanadu. Some of his 
favorite roles are.... Lefou 
in Beauty and the Beast, 
Mercedes in La Cage Aux 
Folles,  and King Louis 

XI/Ensemble  in Hunchback of Notre Dame. 
Samuel would like to thank the Empress The-
atre for allowing him to be in this amazing 
show with an amazing cast and crew.

Cassie Hurt-McLarty
CALLIOPE

Cassie is currently pursu-
ing a BFA in Vocal Per-
formance at Westminster 
College, and has found 
a home at the Empress. 
Some of her favorite cred-
its include; Anytime An-
nie in 42nd Street, Char-

lotte in A Little Night Music, Sandra in All 
Shook Up, Ursula in The Little Mermaid, and 
Mary Patrick in Sister Act. 
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Tobias Logan
THALIA

Not usually one to learn 
new skills that don’t 
come naturally, Tobias 
is sure to convince you 
that he’s proficient at 
sabotaging his life be-
fore your very eyes. He’s 
been described by Front 

Row Reviewers and Utah Theater Bloggers as, 
Colorful, Flaunty,  Awkward, Exuberant, and 
Comedic. He’s so grateful for your support of 
local arts and encourages you to post about 
your incredible experience tonight in hopes of 
growing the audience. Past Empress credits in-
clude; Barron Bomburst in Chitty Chitty Bang 
Bang, Rooster Hannigan in Annie, and Prince 
Herbert in Spamalot. 

Tanner Larsen
SONNY MALONE

Tanner is thrilled to have 
Xanadu as his 9th show 
at the Empress! (And his 
7th consecutive one in a 
row!) Tanner has been 
absolutely ecstatic to 
take on the role of Sonny 
Malone. Some of his oth-

er favorite roles here have been Linus in You’re 
a Good Man, Charlie Brown and Sir Robin in 
Spamalot. He hopes you enjoy the show and 
promise not to laugh too hard if he trips on 
his skates!

Richard Mitchell
DANNY MCGUIRE

In the summer of 1980 
Richard went to see Xan-
adu the movie. He loved 
it so much he asked his 
dad to go see it with him 
convincing his dad the 
music bridged both their 
eras. It became one of his 

dad’s and the family’s favorite!!  40 years later 
Richard is super excited to be in this produc-
tion. “Dad would have loved to see this show in 
person. Thanks for being here in spirit. Missing 
you more than I can express. This is for you and 
all you taught me!!”

Lauren Oveson
ERATO

Lauren Oveson is a sopho-
more at Westminster Col-
lege pursuing a Bachelor’s 
in Justice Studies. A few 
roles she has played and 
loved are Velma Von Tus-
sle in Hairspray and Sister 
Sophia in The Sound of 

Music. Xanadu is her fourth show at Empress 
and she hopes to do many more shows here! 
(good luck getting her to stop auditioning)

Alexia Stonehocker
KIRA

Alexia Stonehocker loves 
singing, acting, and danc-
ing. Her family often says 
that her life is just one 
big musical. She has per-
formed in several shows, 
her favorites have been Se-
ussical the Musical and Li’ l 

Abner. This is her first ever lead. She couldn’t 
have asked for a more fun show to be in or a 
better cast to share that experience with. 



Xanadu

Melanie Jayne Turner
POLYHMNIA

Melanie has done several 
plays at The Empress, 
and has enjoyed every 
one. She LOVES Ol-
ivia Newton John music 
and is thrilled to have 
been cast in XANADU! 
When Melanie told her 

son she had been cast, he said all he remem-
bered of the movie was girls coming out of 
murals and roller skates! It has been fun creat-
ing our XANADU. Hopefully, it brings back 
memories for you of girls coming out of mu-
rals, roller stakes, and the 80’s.
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Terry McGovern
DIRECTOR 

Currently, Terry is the 
new Drama teacher at 
Tooele High School.  
Her life is filled with 
theatre which makes her 
very happy. This is her 
second show directing 
at the Empress. She has 
also been lucky enough 

to have played Mrs. Paroo in the Empress 
production of The Music Man. 

Elora McGovern
STAGE MANAGER 

Elora is thrilled be a part 
of another show here at 
the Empress. While no 
stranger to the stage, she 
finds the magic of the 
behind the scenes work 
just as fascinating. A few 
of her favorite produc-
tions working in tech 

have been Annie, Mary Poppins, Man of La 
Mancha, and All Shook Up. 

Cheryl Cripps
MUSIC DIRECTOR

Cheryl is thrilled to 
be a part of another 
fabulous Empress show! 
Normally found on the 
stage, Cheryl has been so 
excited to try on a new 
hat as music director. She 
was most recently seen on 
this stage as Jack’s Mother 

in Into the Woods. Cheryl has studied piano 
for 16 years and choir for much longer! She 
studied choral education and musical theater at 
Weber State University (and while she has not 
yet finished that degree she hopes to soon get 
back and finish!) Cheryl would like to thank 
Terry for the opportunity to work with this 

wonderful cast and play with such a fun show! 
“Thanks for coming and I hope you find your 
own Xanadu!”
 

production team bios



 Emergency Exists are located in 
the four corners of  the theatre. Please 
identify the exit closest to your seat 
location in case an emergency occurs. 
Smart Watches, cell phones and 
Cameras are disruptive; even when 
set on silent or vibrate, they may disrupt 
wireless sound equipment. Please turn 
your electronics off  entirely while in the 
theatre. 
 TEXTING is disturbing to 
the actors and your fellow audience 
members. Do not text during the 
performance.
 We welcome all persons. Those 
with special requirements should request 
assistance in advance. 
 Outside food and drink is not 
permitted in the theatre. There are 
concessions available for purchase 
before the show and at intermission.    

 Water bottles and approved 
containers are allowed in the theatre. 
 The Empress theatre 
is a non-smoking venue both 
inside and outside all properties.  
 Late seating is completed at the 
discretion of  the House Manager at 
the direction of  the Stage Manager for 
appropriate breaks in the show; if  you 
arrive late, you may not be seated until 
intermission.
 Tickets may be resold after 
printed curtain time with no refund to 
original buyer. 
 All patrons requiring a seat must 
have a ticket in hand, no exceptions. 

Empress Theatre 2020house keeping

Early renovation photo of  the main house (where you are sitting tonight) 









Cast Bios
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