


Friend ($100 – $249)
Knights of Columbus
Buffalo Wild Wings, West Valley City
Clay Cammack Photography
Double Tree Inn and Suites, SLC
Metro Display
Utah Symphony

Bronze ($250 – $499)
Amazon Smile 
Discover Card
Granite School District
ONYX Software Company
Smith’s Community Rewards
The Storage Spot

Silver ($500 – $999)
All Points Travel
United Way
XMission Internet
Love Utah, Give Utah Donors

Gold ($1,000 – $2,499)
Cyprus Credit Union
Worker’s Compensation Fund
Sams Club
Utah Division of Arts and Museums

Platinum ($2,500 – $4,999)

Diamond ($5,000 +)
George S. & Dolores Doré Eccles Foundation
Rocky Mountain Power Foundation
State of Utah Legislature
Walgamott & Co.
ZAP (Zoo, Arts & Parks) 
Knight of the Empress, LLC

THANK YOU
To our Corporate Sponsors
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Donations remain in the playbill and online through the fiscal year.  If you would like to ensure your name
remains, please contact us about renewing your donation today!

The Oquirrh Hills Performing Arts Alliance
THANKS YOU

For Your Financial Contribution

4

Empress Theatre 2021sponsors

Josh and Kelly Arriaza
Skyler Bluemel

Sue Duckworth
Farnsworth Family
Geoffrey Greggory

Barbara Howard
David Pack

Geneva Varney

Steve and Andrea Hobson
Peggy McCarty
Heather Porter

Celeste Porter
Randy and Jamie Rich
Virginia Lopez
Amy Olgelsby

Anonymous James and Leanne Curneal Kevin and Lady Nanny McKenzie

Richard Barnes
Shaun Davis
Vicki Bushnell

Lindy Millet
Brent and Gayle Goodfellow
Tanner Lindsay

Amy Metler
David Sullivan
Lord and Lady Adams

Eric Barney
Curtis and Amy Bodily

Rod and Joline Walgamott

Jake M. Andersen
Jen Bair
Stephen Bair
Eric G. Barney

Tanner Lindsay
Dr. David F. Pack
Rod and Joline Walgamott
Aileen Ware

Anonymous 
Knights of the Empress, LLC

The Cooke Family





Chairman:
Vice Chair:
Treasurer:
Secretary:

Board Members:

Executive Officers:

Mission Statement of OHPAA
The mission of the Oquirrh Hills Performing Arts Alliance 
is to cultivate and advance the performing arts in Magna 
Township and surrounding areas.  OHPAA will work 
to create a distinguished arena for nurturing local talent 
and to provide cultural and educational experiences for 
the entire community by maintaining high standards of 
family oriented, quality programs and performances.

Board of Directors
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WANT TO GET INVOLVED?
Join us on May 18th, 2021

Board meetings are held at the theatre 
at 7:30 p.m. Public welcome and encouraged to attend.

Suzanne Whiting
Josh Adams
Jeannine Hawkins
Merilee Adams

David Blackmer
David Pack
Rachel Sabin
Jason Sabin

Nathan Metcalf
Ty Whiting

ohpaa
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Artistic Director
Assistant Artistic Director

Technical Director
Assistant Technical Director

Prop Master
Costume Archive Manager

Costume Designer
Make Up Artist
Rental Manager

Scenic Shop Manager
Scenic Painter

Archival Photographer
Front House Manager

Executive Director
Facilities Manager

Ty Whiting
Sarah Walker Bringhurst
Tanner Lindsay
Anthony Swanson
Position Open
Angel Nelson
Cindi Long-Fisher
Michelle Garcia
Cheryl Cripps
Position Open 
Maria Fredrickson
Beth Bruner
Sara VanRosendal

Nathan Metcalf
Erik Holgerson

Front of House Volunteers 
OHPAA and the Empress theatre would like to thank the 

many volunteers throughout the years. 

We will resume quarterly recognition after quarter two. 

resident staff
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Beth Bruner
Sarah Walker Bringhurst
Jessica Benson
Justina Spencer
Katrina DeKarver
Cheryl Cripps
Michelle Garcia
Justina Spencer
Alyvia Thulin
Alyvia Thulin
 David Bruner
Anthony Swanson
David Bruner
David Bruner
Anthony Swanson
Marcel Manning

Director
Choreographer
Music Director 

Stage Manager
Costume Design

Wig Design
Make Up Design

Properties Design

Puppet Design
Set Design 

Sound Design
Lighting Design

Light Board Operator
Sound Board Operator

Stage Crew

production staff

Jacob Bruner
Nathan Metcalf

Jeff Davis
Sara McFarland

The families of the cast and staff

Special Thanks



Beth Bruner
DIRECTOR
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What do I hope you get out of Shrek ?  Some good laughs, and 
a connection to your community.

I always knew that in times of trouble laughing together was 
magic medicine, but it was brought home to me how wide that 
could reach when I began rehearsing a hilarious musical the 
Saturday after 9-11.  Twenty years later, we are hoping that this 
production can be as much of a break from sorrow and stress as 
that one was.

The first thought about every decision on this show was “is it 
funny”?  May it bring its audiences as many laughs as we have 
had while putting it together (I have had actors hang around 
after they were excused just because it was so much fun!).

(And yes, there’s a point to the 
story, but if we’re telling it correctly 
you won’t need me to write down 
what it is.  And I love the movie.  
And my husband hates that they 
changed all the songs.)

program director’s note
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Shrek ...................................................................................................................................................... Joshua Adams
Princess Fiona ........................................................................................................................ Stephanie Benson
Donkey .................................................................................................................................................. David  Nichols
Lord Farquaad .............................................................................................................................. Alex Richardson
Young Fiona ..........................................................................................................................................Laycee Ricks
Teen Fiona | The Gingerbread Man ...............................................................................Melonie Manning
Young Shrek ..............................................................................................................................................Cash Black
Young Shrek (May 1st Performances) .......................................................................... Matthew Nichols
Mother Ogre ............................................................................................................. Cheryl Cripps Richardson
Father Ogre ...............................................................................................................................................Barry Ricks
Pinocchio ............................................................................................................................................Chloe Neafsey
Captain of the Guard ......................................................................................................Cassie Hurt-McLarty
Dragon ...............................................................................................................................................Makayla Barlow
Ensemble | Fairytale Creatures, Duloc Performers, Guards, ..............................Gweny Adams,

Merilee Adams, Cash Black, Cheryl Cripps Richardson,
Cassie Hurt-McLarty, Emily Jameson, Melonie Manning, Malynn Miner, 

Chloe Neafsey, Matthew Nichols, Celeste Reese, Barry Ricks, Laycee Ricks,
Makayla Barlow,  Nate Kemp  

cast list

The use of any recording device, either audio or video, and the taking of Photographs, 
either with or without flash, is strictly prohibited. 

Please turn off all electronic devices such as cellular phones, beepers, and watches. 

CAST
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ACT I
Overture ................................................................................................................................................. Orchestra
Big Bright Beautiful World ......................................................................................................Full Company
Story Of My Life ................................................................................................................Fairytale Company 
The Goodbye Song ................................................................................... Fairytale Company and Shrek
Don’t Let Me Go ................................................................................................................. Shrek and Donkey
What’s Up Duloc ......................................................... Duloc Dancers, Farquaad, Shrek and Donkey
I Know It’s Today .............................................................................................................................. The Fionas
Travel Song ................................................................................................... Shrek, Donkey and Ensemble
Forever .....................................................................Shrek, Donkey, Knights, Dragon and Puppeteers
This Is How a Dream Comes True ...............................................Fiona, Donkey, Shrek and Dragon
Who I’d Be .............................................................................................................. Fiona, Donkey and Shrek

Intermission

 

ACT II
Entr’acte ................................................................................................................................................. Orchestra
Morning Person ................................................................................Fiona, Pied Piper and Rat Dancers
I Think I Got You Beat ........................................................................................ Shrek, Fiona and Donkey
Ballad of Farquaad .................................................................................... Farquaad and Duloc Dancers
Make A Move .................................................................... Donkey, Three Blind Mice, Shrek and Fiona
When Words Fail ......................................................................................................................................... Shrek
Morning Person Reprise ...........................................................................................................................Fiona
Build A Wall ................................................................................................................................................... Shrek
Freak Flag Sequence ......................................................................................................Fairytale Company
Big Bright Beautiful World Reprise ..................................................................................................... Shrek
Finale ................................................................................................................................................Full Company

scenes and songs
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The Empress Theatre started as a burlesque 
house where the Miners could come and 
spend their time after long hours laboring in 
the pit. 

After a couple of  years, the venue was 
transformed into a movie house. Showing 
silent movies on a large screen (If  you’ll turn 
your attention to the S row, you will be able to see the 
remains of  the screen from 1930; the black rectangle 
above the S row). After showing movies until the 
1950’s, the theatre closed down and remained 
vacant for some time. 

In the early 80’s, the veune would be owned by 
Leo W. Ware.  Leo worked tirelessly on reno-
vating the venue. One of  the most obvious 
places is the Green Room (not accessible during 
shows, if  you would like a tour, please contact anyone 
listed as staff  in the playbill), which was dug out 
by hand with a wheelbarrow and trowel. 

Leo would spend the last years of  his life reno-
vating the Empress.  In 2006, The Oquirrh 
Hills Performing Arts Alliance (OHPAA) was 
formed.  OHPAA took the keys and finished 
the work Leo had begun, culminating in the 
first performance in over 50 years. The first 
production mounted was Forever Plaid. Leo 
was among those in the audience opening 
night. He passed away soon after, having seen 
his dream come to fruition. 

Today we carry on the legacy Leo left behind. 
Our venue is run solely by volunteers and 
through funds raised by our generous patrons, 
volunteers, and board members. The dedica-
tion of  all who walk through the Empress 
doors is a testament to true community 
theatre. 

As of  Shrek: The Musical. , the theatre has 
mounted 123 productions in just fourteen 

years since reopening with no end in sight.  OHPAA 
and the staff  of  the Empress hope to continue 
bringing quality, family oriented theatre to the 
citizens of  Magna and the Greater Salt Lake Valley.  
 
 
In early 2021, a local group of  people formed an 
LLC and raised the required funds to purchase 
the Empress Theatre from Aileen Ware and her 
family.  We are grateful to the Ware’s for trusting 
us with their theatre for so long. 

This change in ownership has culminated in the 
changes you see here today!  Throughout the years, 
the Empress has ebbed and flowed, always staying 
on course with steadfastness. 

We are pleased to continue the partnership into 
the future and remained committed to taking care 
of  this wonderful building. 
Our next goal is to raise money to help with the 
lobby renovations. 

At This Theatre
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Gweny Adams
PETER PAN

Gweny is thrilled to be 
back on stage after hav-
ing two shows canceled 
because of the pandemic. 
She didn’t get to play Miss 
Hannigan in Annie or 
dance in the Ensemble of 
West Side Story, but per-

forming in Shrek is a dream come true. Gweny 
is excited to start high school as a freshman in 
the fall and is extra excited to be a member of 
the Stansbury High drill team. She wants to 
thank her mom and dad. “Dad, I don’t think 
you’re smelly.”

Josh Adams
SHREK

Josh Adams is a high 
school assistant principal 
by day, and a hideous, 
smelly ogre by night. You 
may remember seeing him 
as the baker in Into The 
Woods here at the Em-
press. He is happy to be 

back on stage, and this time, with his awesome 
wife and beautiful daughter. Josh would like to 
thank Beth Bruner for giving him a chance to 
play out his dream role.

Merilee Adams
MAMA BEAR

Merilee has spent the 
last several years behind 
the scenes working light 
boards, helping her girls 
with hair and make-up 
and supporting her hus-
band on stage. She is over-
joyed to finally be in front 

of the curtain for the first time ever! Merilee is 
happy to have this experience with her husband 

and daughter. She wants to thank Mikayla and 
Lucas for going with the flow. 

Makayla Barlow
DRAGON

Makayla is a student at 
Utah Valley University 
majoring in psychology. 
She performed in many 
productions as a young 
teen, but has focused her 
recent years on contempo-
rary performance. Some 

of her experience includes performing with 
Steve Smith of Journey, Andrew Tolman of 
TMTF, workshopped with Dr. Andre Thomas, 
Dan Povenmire, and others. She is making her 
return to theatre with her role as Dragon at The 
Empress. 

Stephanie Benson
PRINCESS FIONA

Stephanie is thrilled to 
be back on stage with a 
ridiculously wonderful 
cast and production team! 
And getting to play Fiona 
is a dream come true! You 
may have seen Stephanie 
here as Peggy Sawyer in 

42nd Street, Clopin in The Hunchback of Notre 
Dame, or one of the stepsisters in Into The 
Woods. Outside the theatre, Stephanie hikes 
with her dog, plays a lot of board games, and 
is becoming a Marriage and Family Therapist. 
This cast has shared LOTS of laughter together, 
and we want nothing more than to make you 
laugh after the year we’ve all had. Thank you 
for being here today to support local theatre, 
and we hope you enjoy the show!
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Cash Black
YOUNG SHREK

Cash is 7 years old (al-
most 8) and from Herri-
man, UT He enjoys sing-
ing, dancing, tumbling, 
and quoting movies. 
Cash loves performing 
and is excited to be part 
of a show with such a 

great message- be yourself and “let your freak 
flag fly”! Cash loves writing songs and hopes 
to have a career writing and performing songs 
for commercials and video games. This is 
Cash’s third show with local community the-
aters and he’s looking forward to auditioning 
for many more.  

Cheryl Cripps-Richardson
HUMPTY DUMPTY

Cheryl is more than 
ecstatic to be back on 
the stage again after so 
long a mandatory break! 
Cheryl loves the the-
ater especially this little 
patch of heaven. She is a 
regular on the Empress 

stage most recently seen as Jack’s Mother in 
Into the Woods last year. Some of her favorite 
roles have been Marianne in Disaster!, Deloris 
Van Cartier in Sister Act, and Sour Kangaroo 
in Seussical the Musical. She is so grateful to 
share this stage with some of the most talented 
people she’s had the pleasure of working with, 
especially her amazing husband Alex. Cheryl 
is so stoked to share one of her most favorite 
shows with you and hopes you don’t die from 
laughing! It’s so egg- cellent! No Yoke!

Cassie Hurt-McLarty
CAPTAIN OF THE GUARD

Cassie Hurt-McLarty is 
a student at Westminster 
College pursuing a Bach-
elor’s in Vocal Performance. 
You may have seen her on 
the Empress stage as San-
dra in All Shook Up, Annie 
in 42nd Street, or Calliope 

in Xanadu. Other favorite credits include: Char-
lotte in A Little Night Music, Ursula in The Little 
Mermaid, and Sister Mary Patrick in Sister Act.

Emily Jameson
THE WICKED WITCH

Emily is excited to be back 
at Empress for her fourth 
Empress show.  She con-
siders Empress her theatre 
home.  She has previously 
been seen in Spamalot, 
She Loves Me, and Into the 
Woods.  Shrek holds a spe-

cial place in her heart because it was her son’s 
favorite movie when he was three.  

Nate Kemp
THELONIUS

Nate has always had a love 
for theater, but didn’t really 
crack into the world of act-
ing and performing until he 
discovered The Empress in 
2019 for the show Hunch-
back of Notre Dame. Play-
ing as Frederick, he must 

have shown a penchant for ambivalence between 
good and evil, as he’s reprising that characteristic 
again in Shrek as Thelonius - a naïve, yet oddly 
innocent headsman! He will also be playing as 
Papa Bear and other ensemble roles. The Empress 
is truly a magnificent theater that produces high 
quality, heartfelt productions that stand toe-to-
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toe with larger theaters in the valley. Nate is 
very excited to be here with another amazing 
cast and crew. Thanks for Meeting Us at the 
Empress!

Melonie Manning
THE GINGERBREAD MAN

Melonie Manning is 19, 
she has been in a profes-
sional show choir called 
Clayton Productions 
since she was 3, and has 
studied Musical Theater 
at Salt Lake Community 
College. Melonie loves to 

sing dance and make people happy. Some of 
the shows she has performed in are; Lioness in 
The Lion King and Jenny in Its Not You Its Me.

Malynn Miner
THE THREE LITTLE PIGS 

Malynn Miner is an 
eighth grader at West 
Hills Middle School. She 
has had the opportunity 
to perform many shows, 
some of her favorites 
include; Bet in Oliver, 
Helena in A Midsum-

mer Night’s Dream, and a beggar and featured 
dancer in Aladdin Jr. 

Chloe Neafsey
PINNOCCHIO THE PUPPET

Chloe Neafsey has been a 
lover of the Arts and an 
avid audience member 
of The Empress Theatre 
for as long as she can 
remember! In 2019, she 
auditioned and was cast 
as Natalie in Empress’s 

production of All Shook Up, which ended up 
being one of the best decisions she had ever 
made! She is so grateful, yet again, to be sur-

rounded by such a bright cast and crew! Every 
day in this theater is enchanting! 

David Nichols
DONKEY

David is originally from 
Edmonds, Washington. 
He lives with his beauti-
ful wife Jen and has two 
kids (Reagan 11 and 
Matthew 9). This will be 
David’s first time shar-
ing the stage with his son 

Matthew who will be playing Little Shrek, Elf, 
Greeter, and Dwarf for two performances. He 
graduated from the University of Utah and is 
a Licensed Clinical Social Worker. He has a 
passion for working with teenagers and is an 
advocate for mental health, suicide prevention 
and intervention.

Matthew Nichols
ENSEMBLE | YOUNG SHREK

Matthew Nichols is a 3rd 
grader at Fox Hollow El-
ementary and is the son 
of David Nichols who is 
playing the role of Don-
key. This is Matthew’s 
theatre debut and was ex-
cited for the opportunity 

to perform in two shows on May 1. He plays 
multiple roles including Little Shrek, and is 
part of the ensemble. Matthew loves to sing 
and to make people laugh. He is full of energy 
and the life of every party. He is nervous but 
very excited to share the stage for the first time 
with his father!
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Celeste Reese
ENSEMBLE

Celeste Reese is an avid 
member of the theatrical 
community and has let 
her freak flag fly across 
the state, both on-stage 
and behind it. However, 
this is her first at the 
Empress! Enjoying ev-

erything from Shakespeare to Simon,  she has 
made a move in a variety of shows including: 
Roxy in Grease, Gwendolyn in The Importance 
of Being Earnest, and a number of staged Gil-
bert & Sullivan operettas.  

Alexander Richardson
LORD FARQUAAD

Alexander Richardson is 
back for more here at The 
Empress! He has been 
a regular here for the 
last few years, last seen 
on stage as Rapunzel’s 
prince/ the Wolf in Into 
the Woods. And so from 

a Prince to a King (almost) Alex welcomes 
you to Duloc! He is certain you will enjoy his 
show! (Or else it’s to the swamp with you!)

Barry Ricks
BIG BAD WOLF

Barry Ricks, ten years 
ago was very active in a 
small community theatre 
in a small town in New 
Mexico. Some of his fa-
vorite roles were Curly 
in Oklahoma, Joseph in 
Joseph and the Amazing 

Technicolor Dreamcoat, Mr. Green in Clue and 
Harry Witherspoon in Lucky Stiff. Four kids 
and several moves later, he is grateful to have 
the opportunity to perform again, especially 

with his daughter, Young Fiona/Baby Bear. Bar-
ry would also like to thank his amazing wife for 
all her support through this crazy time. 

Laycee Ricks
YOUNG FIONA

Laycee Ricks very first mu-
sical that she saw was The 
Little Mermaid at the Em-
press and now she is in her 
first musical at the Empress! 
She has loved being in a 
show with her Dad and is 
so grateful for the cast and 

crew. They have made it such a positive experi-
ence for her! When she’s not at rehearsal she is 
singing or crafting, often at the same time. Lay-
cee would like to thank her Mom for all her love 
and support.
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Beth Bruner
DIRECTOR 

Beth Bruner loved 
coming to productions 
at The Empress for many 
years.  Doing “Into the 
Woods” showed her what 
an amazing community 
the Empress family is 
off stage.  She is beyond 
excited to be part of 

the re-opening of this fabulous place after 
pandemic and earthquake.  (Oh, and she’s 
directed many shows in Salt Lake, Utah, and 
Davis counties over several decades.)

Sarah Walker-Bringhurst
CHOREOGRAPHER 

Sarah is thrilled to be 
back behind the scenes 
with this phenomenal 
production team. As a 
lifelong theatre lover, she 
has been involved in all 
aspects of live theatre, 
but her favorite role 
is choreographer. Her 

Empress credits include Empy-winning chore-
ography for Joseph…Dreamcoat, Dirty Rotten 
Scoundrels, and Catch Me If You Can; on stage 
as Irene in Crazy for You,  and director of Little 
Women and The Hunchback of Notre Dame. 
Sarah would like to thank Zac and everyone 
who plays with Charli & Max while she gets to 
play at the Empress!

Jessica Benson
MUSIC DIRECTOR

Jessica Benson is a 
singer, actor, teacher, and 
music director. With her 
passion for opera and 
theater, she is equally 
at home performing on 
stage as she is instruct-
ing. She earned her Vocal 
Performance degree from 

the U of U, is a member of the Utah Opera 
Chorus, and has her own private voice studio. 

 
Justina Spencer
STAGE MANAGER

Justina is not a stranger 
to the Empress. She has 
been part of the show in 
many ways: acting, props, 
stage managing, sound, 
and lights. Recent credits
include: stage managing 
She Loves Me (Hopebox), 
and props for Xanadu, 

Into the Woods, Hunchback of Notre Dame, and 
42nd Street (Empress). Justina would like to 
thank her friends and family for all of their love 
and support.

production team bios
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David Bruner
SE DESIGN | LIGHT DESIGN

David is thrilled to be 
designing again for one 
of his favorite directors 
here at The Empress.  
Some of his favorite 
designs include Into 
the Woods (Lighting); 
Hamlet (Lighting); A 
Midsummer Nights 

Dream (Lighting); and Imagine Yourself (Set 
and Lighting).  Much love to his wonderful 
wife Pam for dealing with him being away 
from home so much so he can let his freak 
flag fly.

Katrina DeKarver
COSTUME DESIGN

Katrina has spent many 
hours on stage perform-
ing. One of her favorite 
parts about theatre is 
the nitty gritty audience 
members are never 
supposed to see, thus 
she has worn many hats 
from actor to costumer 

to painter to chair reupholsterer. When not 
in the theatre Katrina can be found reading, 
cooking, painting, or researching the 
Victorian Era. 
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